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New Orientation Conflicts With Urban Action
Rick Kurker ’09
Asst. News Editor

by

The Urban Action (UA) program was
launched in 1991, led by 17 student volun
teers, and has continued ever since, involv
ing over 1,500 freshmen since the program
began. Incoming freshmen
CAMPUS would apply during their
NEWS respective summer orienta
tions, and about 150 stu
dents were typically invited to participate.
These students were able to move on cam
pus five days earlier than usual and spend
three days working on community service
projects in the Providence area, with plen
ty of time devoted to allowing students to
get to know one another.
“Urban Action has a similar feel to ori
entation, but is much more personal,” said
John Michael Butterfield ’09, one of this
year’s UA student coordinators.
Butterfield said that about 160 mem
bers of the Class of 2012 and 25 upperclassman leaders participated in UA this
year. The program, which lasted from
Wednesday, Sept. 27, to Saturday, Sept.
30, focused on two sites: Corliss Park,
located near Walgreens and CVS, locat
ed on Admiral St., and Neutaconkanut
Park, an historical area.
“At Corliss Park, some of the jobs
were painting a mural, building a base
ball field, and redoing the playground,”
Butterfield said.
Butterfield said that the main task at
Neutaconkanut Park was clearing an
extensive hiking trail of over 100 acres,
which he said includes some of the highest
points in Rhode Island. He noted that the
students worked to clear out the brush and
add erosion prevention logs.
“We rotated on Thursday and Friday,
and then on Saturday everyone went to
Corliss Park,” he said.
Tina Zaleta ’12 participated in this
year’s program and said she definitely rec
ommends it to all freshmen.
“I felt like I had headstart to college
because I was able to meet so many people
and get used to the campus, which really
helped me adjust faster,” she said. “I not
only had the chance to get used to the cam
pus, I had the chance to see Providence,
which was exciting.”
Zaleta said she was personally very
worried about meeting people and finding
her way around, but she said that arriving
on campus early allowed her to get com
fortable with the new people and location
before everyone else moved in.
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Incoming freshmen have the opportunity to partake in the Urban Action programwhich allows them to move onto campus
early and participate in community service projects in the Providence area. Above is a playground which students restored.

River Avenue Entrance Dedicated in Violent Crimes
Worry Students
Memory of Father Cunningham
by Allison

O’Connor ’10
News Staff

Amid the hustle and bustle of passing
traffic, a dedication ceremony was held on
Wednesday, Sept. 24, 2008, that christened
the main entrance of Providence College as
“Cunningham
Square.”
CAMPUS
This area, located at the
NEWS intersection of River Ave.
and Eaton St., will now
serve to commemorate Rev. John Fabian

INSIDE THE COWL

Cunningham, O.P. ’50, who served as the
College’s 10th president from 1985 to 1994.
Beginning at 3:30 p.m., local Providence
residents, city officials, relatives of Father
Cunningham, faculty, staff, and both current
and former students of the PC community
joined together in celebration with College
President Rev. Brian J. Shanley, O.P. ’80, on
the
23rd
anniversary
of Father
Cunningham’s inauguration as President of
the College. The ceremony lasted about 45
minutes and included a series of speakers in
addition to the revelation of a new street sign
and a granite memorial plaque at the main
entrance, located in the Elmhurst neighbor
hood. Over the summer months improve
ments were made to the River Ave. entrance
which include newly constructed sidewalks,
fresh landscaping, altered traffic patterns,
and an expansion of green lawn area.
The City Council of Providence began
the initiative to officially dedicate this area
as Cunningham Square.
“Father Shanley and the administration
were approached with the idea, were in
favor of it 100 percent, and moved forward
from there,” said Mark McGovern ’70,
director of Central Purchasing &
Receiving,
Purchasing
Department
Providence College, as well as personal
cousin to Father Cunningham.
Sponsored by Elmhurst representative
and council member Patrick Butler, the res
olution passed unanimously in City Council
on Feb. 21,2007.
This unanimous agreement demonstrat
ed the significant impact that Father

Rick Kurker ’09
Asst. News Editor
On Thursday, Sept. 25, 2008, three
Providence College students were robbed
at gunpoint on Douglas Avenue by two
men in a Cadillac. Three hours later, the
suspects were apprehend
ed,
thanks to the careful
CRIME
observations of the victims
and the quick response of
the local law enforcement officers.
Lauren Annicelli ’09 said that she was
walking to Cafe 412 with friends Matt
Miller ’09 and Mike Chick ’09 around
midnight last Thursday night. She said that
the street was mostly deserted, with no one
in plain view.
“Two kids, white males who were about
19 or 20 years old, pulled up next to us in
a Cadillac,” she said. “They said they had
a question they had to ask us, and we just
assumed they were PC students.”
Annicelli said that Chick saw the gun on
the passenger’s lap first and backed off a
bit, and then Miller saw it shortly after. She
said that the passenger, seated behind the
driver relative to the victims, lifted his gun
and pointed it at Annicelli and Miller,
telling them to give them whatever money
they had. Annicelli said that Chick and
Miller handed over their money, but that
Annicelli had no money on her. Finally,
Annicelli said that after spewing an
obscenity, the assailants drove away.
“Right away we called PC security,
and then they called the cops,” Annicelli
said. “The detective took us to the station
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Emergency Blue Light
Implementation Assures Safety on
Providence College Campus
A green light means go, red means
stop, and a blue light means safe. For
approximately 20 years the campus has
used the emergency blue light system to
communicate emergency and non-emergency incidents. Recently the system
has undergone refurbishments costing
just under $100,000.

---------------------------------------"

The Emergency Blue Light
implementation is one facet of
the redundant emergency notifi
cation system adopted by the
committee.
Maj. John Leyden, director of the
Office of Safety and Security

----------------------------------------

“[T]he implementations came about as a
result of the Emergency Response
Committee established by Rev. Brian J.
Shanley, O.P., president of Providence
College, in the aftermath of the Virginia
Tech tragedy,” said Major John Leyden,
executive director of the Office of Safety
and Security. “The Emergency Blue Light
implementation is one facet of the redun
dant emergency notification system adopt
ed by the committee.”
The updated system now has a broadcast
ing capability, which will allow students to
communicate with security directly. PC is one
of the first colleges in the country to install an
emergency alert system capable of broadcast
ing an alert audibly.
“The company that manufactures the

5:00 p.m. Honors
Convocation Dinner,
Slavin Center, ’64 Hall

system retrofitted 25 emergency phones
with the software and speaker system that
covers the entire campus,” said Leyden.
“Providence College is a pilot program for
Ramtel and the system has been inspected
by college administrators from throughout
the country.”
Recent crimes off campus have sparked
a conversation about security on campus.

"----------------------I definitely feel safe on cam
pus; you can see all the security
booths. I feel like I should be
more careful off campus in the
surrounding area.

increased on campus. There is now full
coverage in the suites and apartment-style
residence halls, and in all academic build
ings on campus. The next update to the
system will begin in October, when the
campus wireless network will switch from
PC-Wireless to PC-Secure.
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a configuration, which PC-Wireless drd
not. The configuration aspect is why IT
decided to wait until October, otherwise
there would have been a large influx of
calls to the Helpdesk during September,
which is a busy month for the Helpdesk,
according to Rizzo.

"----------------------We switched to a secure net
work simply because it
it ’s more
n
_____
1 PC-Wireless
'
was
secure. While
secure in that it required those
connectin to authenticate before
they could get oline, it was an
unencrypted network.

Had we made the change at the
end of the summer, it would
have created lots of calls from
people unsure how to configure
their computers to use PCSecure

Jim Rizzo, Helpdesk manager

Jim Rizzo, Helpdesk manager

David Lachance '12

“I definitely feel safe on campus; you
can see all the security booths,” said David
Lachance '12. “I feel like I should be more
careful off campus in the surrounding area,
more aware that things can happen.”
Melissa Weiss ’12 feels that there is
safety in numbers.
“I feel more comfortable walking with
people than by myself,” said Weiss.

—Lauren Ballback ’ll

New Wireless Network To Increase
Internet Capabilities in More Places
On Campus
The Providence College campus is
becoming more technologically advanced.
A new, safer wireless network will be
available in more places on campus. Over
the summer wireless coverage was greatly

10:30 a.m. Tennis vs.
Monmouth University
N.J., Tennis Courts,
Providence, R.I.

7:00 p.m. Women’s Ice
Hockey vs. Ohio State, 4:00 p.m. Women’s Ice
Schneider Arena,
Hockey vs. Ohio State,
Providence, R.I.
Schneider Arena,
Providence, R.I.
9:00 p.m. The Rock
LIVE, Slavin Center,
8:00 p.m. Senior Night
McPhail’s .
Slavin Center,
McPhail’s

8:00 a.m. Exhibit: The
Legacy of Alphonsus
Philip Smith, O.P.,
1994-2005, Phillips
Memorial Library

----------------------- "

----------------------- "

“We switched to a secure network sim
ply because it’s more secure,” said Jim
Rizzo, Helpdesk manager at Providence
College Information Technology. “While
PC-Wireless was secure in that it required
those connecting to authenticate before
they could get online, it was an unencrypt
ed network. This means that traffic could
be more easily sniffed out and data could
be compromised. PC-Secure encrypts the
network traffic, making it harder for some
one to see what you’re doing.”
The advantage of having a secure net
work is that it is encrypted, and also it will
not force you to authenticate by typing in a
password every time you connect. Most
computers will be able to remember your
username and password, and therefore
automatically connect. You will, however,
have to reenter your password when it
changes, which occurs every 90 days.
The disadvantage to the new secure con
nection is that some computers will require

“Had we made the change at the end
of the summer, it would have created
lots of calls from people unsure how to
configure their computers to use PCSecure,” said Rizzo. “We were able to
set the PC-Wireless redirect page to a
webpage containing instructions on how
to configure PC-Secure. That was a big
help in making sure that people were
ready for the switch.”
If students are having trouble con
necting to the secure network they can
visit the Helpdesk in Accinno 102.
The Helpdesk is the on-campus site
for technology assistance. It is open
Monday through Friday from 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. In addition to wire
less support, the Helpdesk also pro
vides computer network assistance.

6:45 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
Portuguese Club
Meeting, Slavin Center,
G29

7:00 p.m. Jazz Band
Concert, Smith Center
8:00 a.m. The Legacy
for the Arts, Ryan
of Rodney K.
Delasanta, Professor of Concert Hall
English, 1961-2007,
Phillips Memorial
Library

4:00 p.m.-5:30 p.m.
Welcome Reception for
New Faculty, Feinstein
Academic Center,
Room 304
7:30 p.m. “Prevention
is Better Than Cure,”
Slavin Center, Room
G01

—Lauren Ballback ’ll

3:00 p.m. Men’s Soccer 4:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
vs. Connecticut, Glay
Ahana Dinner, Slavin
Field, Providence, R.I. Center, President’s
Dining Room and
7:00 p.m.-7:45 p.m.
Alumni Quiet Dining
Amigos Unidos
Room
Meeting, Slavin Center,
7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. A
Room G01
Very Special Concert of
Turkish Folk and
7:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Troubadour Music:
College Republicans’
Like a Reckless
Wanderer, Smith Center
Room 112

Accuracy Watch
The Cowl is committed to accuracy and carefully checks every article that goes into
print to ensure that the facts are presented clearly and truthfully. Ifyou find an error
in any article, please e-mail the editor at thecowl@providence.edu. Corrections will
be printed as necessary on page 2.
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Providence Student Voice Getting Students Heard
Sara Beth Labanara ’ll
News Staff
Bug problems in dorms, library hours,
shuttle services, and campus fire alarms
are just a few of the discussion topics post
ed on the Providence Student Voice
Facebook group, one of the
STUDENT newest unofficial groups
GROUP on camPus- Cofounded by
Allison Ferlito ’10 and
Andrew Charles Potter Kelley ’10, the
group focuses on providing another outlet
besides Student Congress for students to
address their concerns about various prob
lems at Providence College. Accomplished
through Internet posts with the option of
anonymity, as well as weekly forums, the
group aims to strengthen the voice of PC
students in order to make lasting changes
on campus.
“We felt there was a need for a different
sort of outlet for kids to bring up issues and
try to take a different approach in order to get
some things done on campus,” said Ferlito.
The group feels it is important that all
students have a voice and are not intimi
dated to discuss their concerns. This is
accomplished via the Facebook group.
Providence Student Voice also plans on
creating open forums on a weekly basis
starting within the next month.
“Right now we’re still putting together
the organizational steps into running this
as an unofficial group here,” said Kelley.
Despite their recent beginnings as a group, co
founders have had little trouble defining their
goals as an organization. PSV is concerned with
eliminating the intimidation that goes along with
approaching large on-campus organizations.
“Our top priority is to make sure every
single student has a voice. We think that
there’s an issue with some of the groups on
campus because students are intimidated
to approach them. We want an open forum
where we can try to tackle different issues
even just to get some opinions out there,”
said Ferlito.
The group has embraced the positive
feedback it has received so far from stu
dents. Their Facebook group has attained
by

SPENCER HIRST ’09/The Cowl

Andrew Kelley ’10 has organized an unofficial student groupdedicated to voicing
and publicizing student opinions.
282 members and continues to grow. The thought we were necessary,” said Kelley.
group is also on its way to creating a Web
Although the two groups have similar
site. Within the next week the organization goals, PSV is in no way trying to replace
also plans on creating an executive board.
Congress. Instead, the group focused on
“Here, all students get a fair chance,” said providing as many outlets as possible for
Ferlito. “Young freshman may be intimidated PC students to voice their opinions.
by big powerful groups on campus; they may
“We are in no way trying to replace
not want to come to them to express their Student Congress or saying that it’s a bad
concerns. We get rid of that intimidation fac organization,” said Ferlito. “We just basical
tor; you don’t even have to publicly post ly would like to reiterate that we want anoth
something on Facebook.”
er outlet; I don’t think there should be any
Despite the popular feedback from stu thing wrong with that. Congress is welcome
dents, the group has faced some hin to be in this group too, they can take our feed
drances so far.
back and use it if they want. The whole goal
“In my opinion our biggest obstacle is that is to improve the community.”
people are going to say, ‘well isn’t that what
The group feels that working with
Student Congress does?”’ said Ferlito.
Congress has the potential to further the
The group has experienced some curios goals of both organizations.
ity from Student Congress members about
“We hope that Congress can use us as an
the intentions and goals of Providence outlet to find out what students are actually say
Student Voice.
ing about different things so they can make the
“Congress members, not representing best decision on an issue,” said Kelley.
Congress, but representing themselves, came
As of now the group is not officially rec
to me wondering what exactly we’re doing, ognized by administration, hence the name
why we thought we could do it, and why we Providence Student Voice, not to be con

fused with Providence College Student
Voice: a name unable to be used because
they are not an official campus group. The
organization has no plans to become
backed by administration in the future.
“Not to say that working with the adminis
tration is a bad thing, but obviously there’s a
hierarchy of powers,” said Ferlito. “There’s
some stuff that no matter what you say you’re
going to get overruled.”
Although complete backing from the
administration is not desired by the group,
the support of a few faculty members
could, in their opinions, further their cause.
“Complete backing would be to get
completely recognized by administration
and we’re not looking for that,” said
Ferlito. “But if there’s a teacher that’s
interested in a particular issue and wants to
step up and help us I think that can only
help our cause.”
Without the backing of administration,
the group will be unable to get allocations
and the group is content with this.
“By not getting allocations from cam
pus, we don’t have to live up to their
expectations,” said Kelley. “There are
other ways to get funding.”
Providence Student Voice will rely on
donations as well as t-shirt sales. In addi
tion, the group hopes to receive backing
from community organization..
“Because we’re not necessarily
Providence College Student Voice, we
have other outlets within the city of
Providence to try to get some outside help
as well, so it’s not just restricted to the PC
bubble,” said Ferlito.
Providence Student Voice feels that their
creation of this organization could not
have happened at a better time and looks
forward to receiving more Facebook posts
and weekly forums that will begin within
the next month.
“There are a lot of people that are fed up
with things that are happening at PC, I’ve
noticed it a lot this year,” said Ferlito. “It’s
a good time to be doing something like
this. We need as many forums as we can
have at this point.”

4 The Cowl

News

October 2, 2008

Congress Discusses Plan of Action With Students
by

Devin Murphy ’10
News Editor

The student body and Student Congress
are joining forces in the fight against the
Providence College administration’s
attempt to define the College culture for
students.
Congress’
Outreach
Committee
STUDENT organized a student forum
ONGRESS in McPhail’s, Monday,
Sept. 29, from 6:00 p.m. to
8:00 p.m. for students to talk about the new
alcohol policy, its flaws, and how to get the
administration to listen to the student body.
The first half of the forum was devoted
to discussing individual elements of the
policy in small groups. Students divided
themselves among seven tables. Each table
had a specific aspect of the alcohol policy
to discuss. The topics were: process, hard
alcohol and amnesty, alternatives, off-cam
pus and student life, over the limit, impact
and implications, being 21 on campus, and
awareness. Each table was also provided
with a large sheet of paper and markers to
write down any thoughts or ideas group
members talked about. After 15 minutes
they shared their thoughts and opinions
with everyone and then proceeded to
switch tables.
At the “process” table students talked
about the way they were notified of the
policy changes and the way they now
view the College’s administration. Katie
Gilsenan ’ll deemed contradictory
some of the answers the administration
has given the student body for why a
new alcohol policy was urgently needed.
She said that the administration
expressed that drastic changes were
needed to curb the alcohol abuse prob
lem on campus. However, she pointed
out that the administration has also said
that a change in culture will take years.
“If you didn’t expect the impact to be so
drastic why did you make the policy so
drastic?” said Gilsenan.
Caroline Rende ’ll responded to
Gilsenan’s question.
“I don’t think they came up with effec
tive ways to deal with the problem,” said
Rende. “A lot of drastic decisions that they
made are taking away from the familial
feeling [of the campus] . . . and that’s why
I wanted to come here.”
They eventually developed “a general
statement” concerning the communication
between the administration and students.
“Students feel disheartened, troubled,
and insignificant, because there was no
student input in regards to the implementa
tion of the new alcohol policies,” read
Sean Jones ’10. “Further interaction
between the student body and the adminis
tration should be required before drastic
decisions are made in the future.”
Students at the “over the limit” table
concluded that the language pertaining to
the amount of alcohol a student can have
on campus and to the amount of alcohol a
student must consume is too vague and
needs to be revised. They also thought that
the way the policy is written now is target
ing the wrong age group and will push stu
dents off campus.
The group focusing on hard alcohol and
amnesty agreed that the Student Handbook
needs clarifications. They concluded that if
students do have hard alcohol on campus
they might try to drink it faster to avoid
getting written up, which in turn would
increase binge drinking. They also think it
is a mistake that the punishments for drug
possession are less severe than punish
ments for alcohol violations. And they said
that students are being pushed off campus
without a 24-hour, co-ed recreational space
on campus.
Students at the “impact and implica
tions” table said that they are not con
vinced that the new policy will change the
campus culture or curb alcohol consump
tion. They also felt that the administration
has unrealistic expectations if it believes
that students will not drink at all until they
are 21 years old. They agreed with the
“process” group that the atmosphere on
campus has become oppressive and that
students will not reach out to the adminis
tration in the future since the administra
tion did not reach out to the student body
before making this policy.
“The administration only seems to real-

DEANNA RONCAIOLI ’10/The Cowl

The Student Congress Executive Board (seen above), in conjunction with the Student Congress Outreach Committee, hosted
a student forum in McPhail’s on Monday, Sept. 29, to brainstorm ideas about how to prevent the administration from side
stepping student input while making major policy decisions.
ly care about the number... so how many
people were transported last year as
opposed to this year,” said Joe Sirianni
’10, representing the “impact and implica
tions” group.
The group left everyone at the forum
with some questions on which to reflect.
“Do they [the administration] want us to
have a good relationship?” said Sirianni.
“Do they [the administration] want to have
our input at all?”
The group designated to examine being
21 on campus concluded that the new pol
icy is unrealistic, does not promote healthy
drinking habits, and targets the wrong age
group. They pointed out that in McPhail’s
and at any public bar or restaurant adults
21 and older are allowed to drink in the
presence of minors and those not able to
drink. However, students are not allowed
to drink in the presence of adults under 21
in their common rooms on campus. They
also said that drinking alone in a bedroom
is not healthy and promotes alcoholism.
The most important point that the group
focused on was that the policy targets stu
dents legally able to drink, but the majori
ty of transports are for students who are
not legally able to drink.
The “awareness” group said that the pub
licity of the new policy was not done well
and that too many students learned of the
change by word-of-mouth. They believe the
consequence of the lack of communication
between the administration and the student
body will be more students living off cam
pus. A suggestion they did offer to help
keep students on campus and ease the
drinking problem was alternative activities.
Students who talked about off-campus and
student life agreed that students are being
pushed off campus which is making binge
drinking worse. Recent crime alerts have
heightened concern about students’ safety off
campus. They also said that punishments for
alcohol-related incidents for students living
off campus need to be clarified.
After a second round of discussions
focusing exclusively on process, impact
and implications, off-campus and stu
dent life, and alternatives, students gath
ered together with the intention of for
mulating a plan of action to ensure that
the students are never left out of a deci
sion process again.
“We as students need to figure out how
we can reduce this alcohol abuse issue that
we have on campus,” said Liz Wolf ’09.
“Maybe not the way that the school is
doing it, but in our way that is going to
encourage responsible drinking.”
Jones pointed out that the administration
is trying to define PC’s campus culture, but
none of them are actually college students.
He said that the students need to be
involved in defining the campus culture.

Joe Miller ’ 10 said that both the student
body and the administration need to take a
step back and explore why students go to
bars instead of staying on campus and why
they binge drink.
Sirianni added that he doesn’t think
that a culture in which the administra
tion and the student body communicate
exists anymore.
“I have a problem with the fact that. . .
Chris Fortunato comes in with these bril
liant ideas, or so he thinks, and he’s only
been here six months,” said Sarah Stowell
’09. “And he doesn’t know us and he does
n’t know our campus. And he doesn’t
know anything about the drinking problem
or anything of that nature.”
Students agreed that the communication
between the administration and the student
body needs to be improved. They conclud
ed that the administration always has a
way to communicate with students even
while they are not on campus through email and ANGEL. In the future they want
to have more opportunities such as the
forum in McPhail’s to talk about issues on
campus and what actions they will take to
remedy them.
“I think the most important thing we
can do now is in our communication
with the administration to emphasize
that this isn’t just about the alcohol
issue,” said Miller. “And maybe the ori
entation thing is something that’s loom
ing ... it was very questionable how
that was handled. I think we’re at a dis
advantage when it comes to alcohol
because I sense that there’s an attitude
of, well you guys are a bunch of alco
holics so we’re not going to trust you to
make a decision like this, so we’re not
going to need you because you’re the
ones causing the problem.’ I think we
need to show them that the reason we re
upset isn’t about that ‘you took away
our alcohol.’ It’s that fundamentally this
was wrong and whether it’s the imple
mentation of the alcohol policy or alter
native space ... we need to show that
we’re in this for the long run.’
The students at the forum ultimately
decided that they need time to develop
an official statement to present to the
administration, but in the meantime stu
dents need to keep putting pressure on
the administration. Some suggestions
included compiling a petition, holding
another student forum, and just talking
about the policy issue with friends.
Anyone with any ideas about how to
ensure that the administration will not
totally exclude students from major
decisions such as a new policy imple
mentation or a different orientation
schedule is encouraged to e-mail
Student Congress.

Upcoming
Student
Congress
Events
Tuesday, Oct. 1:
Freshman
Elections
Campaign Starts

Tuesday, Oct. 7:
Ballots for
Freshman
Elections Open

Wednesday, Oct.
8: Ballots for
Freshman
Elections Close

See Page 6 for the
letters of intention
of all the candi
dates in the fresh
man elections cam
paign.

October 2, 2008_____________________________________________ NEWS_________ _______________________________________ The Cowl 5

PC Alum and WWII Veteran Speaks to Students
by

Kylie Lacey ’ll
News Staff

On Wednesday, Sept. 24, former
Providence College student George Fisher
lectured to the College’s ROTC troop
about his experiences during World War II.
One of the organizers of
LECTURE
lecture, Cadet Sara
Stowell ’09, shared her
gratitude for Fisher’s com
ing to speak.
“He is the last of the veterens from the
PC program that can still travel,” she said.
“We are so lucky to have him here.”
Before Fisher began speaking, Stowell
shared her awe at the basic, minimalist
training Fisher underwent before he was
sent overseas.
“In 1942, he was sent to Tennessee for
combat training,” said Stowell. “Because
of the lack of supplies, he did firearm
training with broomsticks. It is so inspiring
to hear him speak and share his story.”
Another ROTC student, Ryan Grady
’ll, insisted he too was eager to hear
Fisher speak.
“I am very interested in what [Fisher]
has to say,” said Grady. “There really
aren’t too many WWII veterans left, and
they’re going quickly. I’m looking for
ward to listening to an important piece
of history.”
LTC Christopher S. Houston, Assistant
Professor of Military Science, introduced
Fisher to the cadets. He began with a ques
tion, inviting the ROTC students to exam
ine their own military knowledge.
“How many of you consider yourself to
be a reasonable historian?” he said.
After noting the hands raised, Houston
commented that even with the knowledge
that many may have regarding the battles
and events of WWII, he did not think any
one in the room could comprehend the
actual experience.
“I don’t think anyone in this room will
ever be able to understand what Fisher and
his colleagues went through,” he said.
Fisher described the environment of the
United States before he came to PC for the
1943-44 school year.
“After the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941, the
U.S. changed drastically,” he said. “Rationing
went into place and you couldn’t buy red meat
or gas or anything without ration stamps, which
only allowed for small quantities.”

SARA SPIRITO ’ 10/The Cowl

George Fisher, a Providence College graduate and WWII veteran, spoke to stu
dents about his time in the military on Wednesday, Sept. 24.

As the number of casualties and wound
ed soldiers peaked into the thousands, a
national conscription was enacted. All men
from the age of 18 to 25 were required to
register for the draft.
An alternative option to overseas
combat was the Army Specialized
Training Program (ASTP), in which the
government paid for young men who
passed basic training and intelligence
tests to attend college.
“They told us that we were in the Army
in the sense that we would receive training
as engineers or the like to help rebuild
Europe after the war,” said Fisher. “We
would graduate as a commissioned officer
and never see the front line.”
In September 1943, the ASTP sent 300
students to PC.
“We lived in Guzman, ate in Aquinas,
and went to class in Harkins,” Fischer said.
“We didn’t know we were in the Army.”
Adding to the surreal feeling, on the
weekends, the students received pass

es to go to Boston, New York, and
other cities.
“It was a wonderful way to start the
war,” he said.
During the summer of 1944, the U.S.
government terminated the program.
Because of the casualties from D-Day in
June, soldiers were badly needed.
“One morning at four in the morning
we were woken from our beds and
marched in formation to the train sta
tion,” he said.
After eight days of traveling, Fisher and
his schoolmates landed in Tennessee. They
were soon moved to South Carolina to
commence infantry training. Ninety days
after D-Day, Fisher’s company landed in
Europe and was put on the front line.
“We were on the front line for 30 days,”
he said. “We changed uniforms after
wards—for the first time in five weeks.”
In December, the Germans took the
Allied forces by surprise with the Battle of
the Bulge.

“The Battle of the Bulge remains the
largest land conflict in history,” said
Houston. “The Germans hit us with numbers
of troops and tanks that we didn’t expect.”
Fisher added that other conditions were
against the U.S. Army at the time.
“The aircrafts were unable to bomb
because it snowed for 10 straight days,” he
said. “The Germans had much better
equipment than we did.”
On Dec. 25, 1944 Fisher said, General
Patton pleaded with God to stop the snow
fall so the aircrafts would fly. The snow
broke that day.
Over the course of the battle, from Dec.
16, 1944, to Jan. 25, 1945, there were
100,000 deaths, 19,000 of which were due
to soldiers making the supreme sacrifice.
“Lucky for me, a piece of shrapnel
went through my leg,” Fisher said. “On
January third, the war was over for me.
I spent six months in a hospital in
England recovering.”
In his post-war life, Fisher moved to
Florida, where he currently resides. He
chairs a chapter for veterans of the Battle
of the Bulge.
“When I began the organization, the hall
where I wanted to have the meeting asked
me how many people I was expecting,” he
said. “I said probably 20 to 30. 110 men
showed up.”
Currently, there are 250 soldiers in the
chapter. The Sunday nearest to Dec. 16
(the date when the Battle of the Bulge
started), the members of the charter join to
together to, in Fisher’s words, “cleanse
[their] wounds.”
“The infantry sit with the infantry, the tactiles sit with the tactiles, and so on,” he said.
When Fisher drew his speech to a
close, Houston addressed the ROTC
company again.
“We are reaching a point where we’re
losing our veterans by the thousands,” said
Houston. “We lose 1,500 veterans a day—
and there’s only four million left. We need
to reap this for future generations; don’t let
others forget what George [Fisher] and his
colleagues did.”
Houston then presented Fisher with an
Army Certificate of Appreciation for his
selfless service and the outstanding educa
tion of the ROTC cadets, as well as a PC
patron of honor coin.
After the ceremony, there was a memorial
service at the Grotto to honor Fisher and his
colleagues.

Cunningham: College Wants Address Change
continued from front page

Cunningham had not only at Providence
College, but also in the broader Providence
community. Father Cunningham grew up
in the neighborhood of Elmhurst, was a
parishioner at St. Pius Church, and attend
ed St. Pius V School for grammar school
and La Salle Academy for high school.
In 1945 he enrolled at Providence
College and received his bachelor of
arts degree in 1950.
After being
ordained a Dominican priest in 1953 and
furthering his studies, Cunningham
returned to Providence as a faculty
member within the Department of
Philosophy in 1958. His contributions
did not end there.
“I think the only job he never had here
was director of security,” joked McGovern
at the ceremony.
Cunningham held several administrative
positions, served as director of the Liberal
Arts Honors Program, dean of the College,
a member of numerous committees, presi
dent of the Faculty Senate, and fulfilled
many other roles before becoming presi
dent in 1985.
His presidential legacy includes
expanding the ranks of Providence
College and removing from it the affil
iation as a predominately commuter
institution.
“PC broke into the ranks of a national
presence under Father Cunningham,”
said McGovern.
Father Cunningham also significantly
impacted the educational possibilities
for many students through his establish
ment of a Southeast Asian Scholarship
Program for students from the Greater
Providence Area. Arn Chorn-Pond ’92

Rev. Brian J. Shanley, O.P., addressed faculty and guests Wednesday, Sept. 24, at the dedication of Cunningham Square in
honor of Rev. John Fabian Cunningham, O.P., former president of Providence College.

and ’07 Hon., a recipient of the scholar
ship, was present and spoke of the
amazing opportunities it provided at the
dedication ceremony.
In addition to Chom-Pond, remarks were
made by Peter S. Mancini, president of
Providence City Council and representative
of Ward 14, and David N. Cicilline, mayor
of the City of Providence.
Each speaker praised the life and
works of Father Cunningham, noting his
important emphasis on communal val
ues, his strong desire to educate local
Providence residents, and his unwaver
ing dedication to PC. He continued
teaching at PC until three weeks prior to
his death on Dec. 4, 2006.
“He considered his ability to teach at PC
as a gift from above,” said McGovern.

Following the speeches the bronze
plaque set in an engraved granite stone was
unveiled at approximately 4:03 p.m. to a
wave of applause. Planning for the monu
ment and plaque had been ongoing since
the resolution was passed in February.
According to McGovern, the granite had to
be found and then the bronze plaque had to
be ordered and manufactured.
Everything fell into place in perfect timing
for the ceremony to occur on the 23rd
anniversary of Father Cunningham’s inaugu
ration. The event was planned by Edward
Caron, vice president of College Relations
and Planning, and Ann Manchester-Molak,
APR, assistant vice president.
The ceremony concluded with an
inspirational blessing of the monument
by Shanley, in which he called upon God

to bless the monument and square bear
ing the name of Cunningham who “con
sidered Providence College and this city
as his home.”
The plaque appropriately states that
Father Cunningham was a man who
“defined his life and fulfilled his dreams,”
and serves as a concrete reminder to all
who enter and leave the campus of a man
who truly embodied the mission statement
of Providence College.
“May we follow his example of thirst
ing for and finding truth in this life,”
said Shanley.
In conjunction with this newly dedicat
ed area, Providence College is working to
change its official address to “1
Cunningham Square.”
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Freshman Elections Preview: Meet the Candidates
President
Collin Kennedy
Providence College is a community that
has given me so much in my first month of
college. I want a chance to give back to the
school that has already given me so much.
More importantly, I want the chance to
make changes and improvements that will
significantly impact the Class of 2012 as
well as the school. I want the chance to be
the voice of the freshman class. I want the
chance to take Providence College to its
full potential. I want to be freshman
Congress president.

Matthew Gendron
My name is Matthew Gendron and I
want to be your freshman class president. I
want to serve my new PC community and
would like to use my experience to be the
voice of the Class of 2012. Not only is
being president a great opportunity but it is
a big responsibility, and the only promise I
can make is that if I am elected I will work
my hardest to represent you.
Taylor O 'Brien

My name is Taylor O’Brien and I am
running for class president. One of my
strongest qualities is the ability to listen. I
am also very good at organizing events and
helping everyone work together. I am 100
percent committed to anything that I do
and I will work my hardest to make our
freshman year one that they will talk about
for years. I actually care about our class
and I hope you will give me the chance to
show you exactly how much I can do.

Justin Smith

The great reformer Mahatma Gandhi
once said, “Be the change you wish to see
in the world.” Change is something that is
inevitable in each and every one of our
lives. The true test is not how well we
adapt to change; the true test is how we
control the change. I was a proactive
leader in my high school and in my com
munity, and if elected, it would by my
greatest intent to carry that on to
Providence College. I am an extremely
qualified and proven ready candidate to be
president of the class of 2012.

ward to addressing and I think I will do my
best to represent the views of the students.
I feel that the freshman class needs some
one to ensure that their wants and needs
are addressed and I intend to do that.
Thomas Nailor
I am running for Student Congress in
the hope that I can make a difference to
not only the Class of 2012, but
Providence College in general. I feel
that I will bring good ideas to the table
at Congress and by doing so I’ll be able
to help the entirety of the group
improve. I hope that all my aspirations
will be fulfilled and that this will be the
greatest Student Congress at PC yet!
Stephen Pellegrini

As vice president of the freshman class I
will strive to ensure that the Class of 2012
is given an effective government that will
represent both its long-term and every-day
concerns. By working closely with the
president and fellow members of the
Congress, I will make sure that the voice
of the freshman class is heard and their
concerns are attended to. The population
of Providence College wants change and
new ideas, and that’s exactly what I plan to
give them.
Kyle Geltman

My name is Kyle Geltman and I am run
ning for the Class of 2012 vice president. I
am a very engaging person who can relate
to my fellow classmates. As vice president
I would try to get our class to have many
activities in which kids from our class
could meet each other. I am always trying
to meet new people and broaden my hori
zons. I know what it takes to have a lead
role in a committee and organization.

Treasurer
Catherine Restrepo

My name is Catherine Restrepo and I
am a member of the Class of 2012. I
believe that I have enough experience to be
a part of your Student Congress as Class
treasurer. I will commit to fulfill all activ
ities that are expected of me. I am reliable
and if there are challenges I am not afraid
to take them.

Viviana Garcia

Stephen Higgins
I am confident that through the experi
ence I bring forth, paired with a platform I
am truly passionate about, I will be able to
inspire all of you to set as high expecta
tions for Providence College as I do. I vow
that as class President, I will work tireless
ly to represent your interests to the admin
istration and the community.

Robbie Smith-MacDonald
With such an active and vibrant campus
community, it is important that the voices of
the Providence College students, especially
freshman students are recognized in order to
promote a viable atmosphere where we can
grow and mature. I believe that our education
at Providence College derives directly from
such an atmosphere and includes more than
just our classes. As a leader, I will work for
and with you, the student and the person, to
guarantee our first year of total education
exceeds its potential.

Matthew Thornton
As a presidential candidate in Class of
2012, I want my beliefs and ideas to be
bold and public. I want the freshman class
to have a strong sense of honor and justice,
and would apply those to any position I
was elected to. I believe that my intents
and my background provide me with the
qualifications needed to be president.

Vice President
Kristin Pena

As vice president of the freshman class,
I will represent the views that are impor
tant to all of the students. I’m running for
congress because I feel that I can be a
strong advocate for the freshman class.
There are important issues that I look for

My name is Stephen Higgins and I am
running for freshman class treasurer.
Honesty, trust, and maturity are vital traits
that a treasurer requires. I am handling
OUR money—money that funds clubs,
intramurals, and student activities. It is
vital that the student body trusts someone
who will protect and use it properly. The
student body deserves someone who will
do what the community needs.

Secretary

very organized and responsible which are
essential skills for a class secretary to pos
sess. Through serving on Student Congress
I will work to my fullest extent to cooper
ate with other class officers, listen to the
needs of my fellow students, and plan fun
and informative activities for our class.

Class Representative
Chris Gulovsen
Class of 2012, I hope to be your future
student representative! My personality is
conducive to the political process in the
sense that, by using past experiences, I am
more than confident that I will do the best
job in representing each and every person
of the class of 2012. It is my pledge to our
class and to our school to gather com
ments, questions, and concerns about any
current and future controversies and to be
a diligent advocate. Providence College
has a lot to offer and I believe that this is
my chance to give back to our community
and represent our freshman class.
Zachary Matook
I am running for the position of class
representative. I have every intention of
putting forth my greatest effort if given
this position and will do everything in my
power to make sure that you all have a
voice in this class. I know that many of
you already have ideas that you would like
to see carried out, as do I, and if chosen as
representative, you can be sure that I will
do my best to put these ideas into action
and help make these next four years truly
memorable for all of you.

Erica Comeau
My name is Erica Comeau and I would
like to be elected as a Student Congress rep
resentative because I have a strong desire to
help the Class of 2012. I want to enforce
unity and involvement in school activities as
well as voice the wants and needs of the stu
dents. If I am elected, you can be sure that I
will speak on behalf of the students and that I
will address all current issues. I am here to
help the Class of 2012.
Christina Koutsourades

A good representative is as satisfying as
the ending of a story.
I am here to represent your opinions and
make for a fun-filled year. Vote Christina
Koutsourades.
(Come find me to hear the story’s ending).

Andrew Connors
As someone who is interested in public
service and the workings of government, I
would truly appreciate the opportunity to rep
resent my classmates as a representative in
Student Congress. I am more than qualified to
represent my peers as a strong voice for their
concerns and needs. If elected I will put my
full effort and energy into making sure the
voice of the Class of 2012 is heard.

Jenn DiPirro

Jillian Kiernan
As Congress secretary I will represent
those of you who still feel lonely on a
Saturday night and those of you who have
yet to find your niche. I’m here to tell you
that I am homesick and I am still strug
gling to find my home here with all of you.
Deep down I know that this election may
be in vain, however if I am chosen to pre
side as secretary I will be the voice of
THAT freshman and I would love to get to
know all of you.

Caitlin McGuire

My name is Caitlin McGuire and I am
running for the position of the Class of
2012 secretary. I view myself as a strong
candidate to represent my peers. I am
friendly, outspoken, organized, and outgo
ing. I am eager to get involved with
Student Congress and hope to have a posi
tive impact on Providence College.

Katrina Harrington
My name is Katrina Harrington and I am
running for secretary of the Class of 2012.
I would love to participate in class leader
ship here at Providence College. I am both

I would like to be a representative
because I want to be a part of Student
Congress and be a part of a subcommittee.
I want to run because I want to be able to
share the thoughts and ideas of the Class of
2012 with the entire student body. If I
become a representative I will be very
committed to Student Congress and attend
all meetings and everything else that is
required of me.

Kathryn Tripp

My name is Kathryn Tripp and I am a
freshman running to be elected as a repre
sentative to the 59th Student Congress of
Providence College. I feel that I am qual
ified and ready to take on the duties of this
role. It would be a great honor to serve as
Representative and I would treat it as just
that; with respect, dedication, and veritas.
Annie Melia

My name is Annie Melia. I would
love to be elected as one of the freshman
class representatives. I think it is essen
tial that all students have an outlet to

express their ideas and concerns, espe
cially the freshman class. I think that I
can relate to a lot of the freshmen and
would try to represent my class to the
best of my ability. If elected, I would
work hard to better the school and to
give the freshman class the most fun and
enjoyable experience possible at
Providence College.
Lauren Kunz
I am running for freshman representative
for Student Congress because I want to be a
voice for the freshman class during our first
year at Providence College. As freshmen, we
are new to the school and the way the school
is run; therefore, through representatives like
myself, we as a class can hope to have a
greater role in the decisions made by Student
Congress. As representative for the freshman
class, I will speak for our class in the hopes to
make our new home a place we all enjoy and
feel a part of. I hope to use my energetic per
sonality to voice the issues and concerns we,
as freshmen, may have.

Gabrielle Ambrose
My name is Gabrielle Ambrose and I am
running for freshman class representative
of the 59th Student Congress. I feel that I
am very qualified for this role and I am
willing to take on whatever duties or
responsibilities that are necessary. I am not
only involved but I am also a very dedicat
ed and determined individual. I get a great
sense of fulfillment through serving others,
including my peers. I know that Student
Congress will be the perfect opportunity
for me to get further connected with the PC
community and make a difference within
my class.

Michael Maggio
Student Congress affords its members
the ability to make real changes for the bet
terment of the student body. To serve as a
member of Student Congress and to be
provided with the opportunity to represent
the Class of 2012 would be a true honor. I
am willing and able to serve the
Providence College community.
Ewen Finser
I am running for Congress because we
don’t need anymore “conventional
candidates.” We need student leaders who
are not afraid to think outside the box and
be innovative in finding solutions. I want
to give a voice to every freshman. Real
progress happens through organized
change from the ground up and we need
student leaders who are humble enough to
be the bearer of the constituents’ message.

Chris Horn
I consider Student Congress to be an
extremely important aspect of the College
community. I feel that representatives are
essential bridges between the administra
tion and the student body and feel strongly
in my ability to keep this essential link
strong, so that ideas and suggestions flow
and in turn Providence College becomes a
thriving community and successfully
upholds the mission statement which has
been so vital to this institution.

Christopher Powers
I am running for Congress because I
believe that I can voice my peers’ opin
ions, along with my own in order to help
make Providence College a better place. I
believe I have the voice of the people,
along with the judgment to make decisions
in favor of the student body.
Skye Hawkins

Class of 2012, I would like the opportu
nity to serve as a liaison between students
and administration during this critical, piv
otal time of policy formation at PC. I can
get the job done because I am a very sensi
ble, fair, level-headed person and I know
how to be assertive. I am not afraid to
speak out and speak up.
poles open on ANGEL Tuesday, Oct. 7,
and close Wednesday, Oct. 8.
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Crime: Surrounding Neighborhood’s Safety Questioned
continued from front page
and we told them what had happened.”
According to Annicelli, the assailants
were pulled over on Eaton Street just
three hours later, and Annicelli, Chick
and Miller were taken to the station to
identify them. Annicelli said that her
boss actually knew the ex-girlfriends of
the assailants, and she learned that one
of them had been on probation.
“I would guess he could be sentenced to
10 years in prison, at least,” Annicelli said,
“and all for one night of jollies.”
Furthermore, Annicelli said she later
learned that there had been contrabands in
the car, but she said she did not hear much
else about the situation directly.
Throughout the experience, Annicelli
said she did not interact with PC security
very much because the incident took place
off campus. She described the Providence
police as “very responsive and nice,” not
ing that they were at the scene within min
utes of being notified of the situation.
Annicelli did not, however, that there
seemed to be some miscommunication
between PC security and the Providence
Police, as the police officers involved had
been given some incorrect details about
the situation.
Annicelli said that she found the
on-campus crime alerts to be very
helpful for this situation.
“The news spread like wildfire
because of the crime alerts,” she
said. “People really knew a lot
about it.”
Annicelli said that if other people
hear about her particular situation,

they might think to report it if they
had encountered the same assailants
that night. Even though she said that
some of the details were miscon
strued, the “overall gist was there” in
the crime alert bulletins.
Annicelli described the situation as
“eye-opening.”
“I felt safe with two males that I
trust,” she said. “I never thought any
thing like this would happen. I was
afraid I would see my friends get shot.
The gun was mostly pointed at Matt
[Miller] so I had more fear about seeing
them get shot than myself.
“There’s not a lot you can do when there
are two guns and three people,” she said.
“You can’t scream or run away.”
Annicelli said that the street had been
empty that night, although a large group
had passed them about half a minute
after the incident. She said that it would
help to stick with a larger group, even if
it means joining groups of PC students
one may not know well.
“Be wary of everyone,” she said. “You
can’t be too friendly, and I learned that the
hard way.”
Annicelli said that some of the crime
is likely due to tensions between stu
dents and local residents, though she
said that both are accountable, since
local residents may be the ones commit
ting the acts and PC students are the
ones being loud on the streets.
“What can we do in terms of service
to alleviate crimes?” she asked. “I only
hope we can make some good come out
of this injustice.”
Major John Leyden, executive director
of safety and security, said that the PC

security works very close with the officers
in the district. He said that one particular
officer in the local police force is like a
liaison who reports to him the issues of the
neighborhood, namely those pertaining to
PC students.
“Our main goal is the safety of the
students,” he said, “although students
are also accountable.”
As for the stabbing incident that
occurred last week, Leyden said that
there is an investigative unit dealing
with the situation at the current time.
He added that the police have in their
possession a video tape from Golden
Crust Pizza, in front of which the stab
bing occurred, which the police plan to
hone in on to identify the assailants.
Leyden said that the stabbing and the
armed robbery are two isolated instances.
According to Leyden, the armed robbery
involved two young local thieves who tar
geted students.
“It can happen anywhere, and it’s hard
to prevent that,” he said.
Leyden said that Annicelli, Chick,
and Miller did the right thing by com
plying with the thieves, as it is the
best way to maintain safety. Even
though he noted that the guns used
were actually BB guns, he said that
there was no way the students could
have known this so late at night and
under the pressure of the incident.
In the stabbing incident, Leyden said
that the students were unable to call 9-1I because they headed straight to the
hospital, where they told police what
had happened.
“Unfortunately, [the Golden Crust
Pizza] location attracts crowds of students

and locals, and there can be trouble, espe
cially when alcohol is involved,” he said.
Leyden said that the College also
hires extra details assigned to officers in
the district. He said that the extra patrols
happen mostly on Thursday, Friday, and
Saturday nights for PC issues, such as to
protect students walking home from
establishments and to enforce the alco
hol regulations.
Leyden said that a police detail had been
nearby for the stabbing incident, but that
they could not do anything right away
because no one had called 9-1-1 at the time
of the crime.
“In off-campus emergencies, calling
9-1-1 is the most efficient thing to do,”
he said.
Now, Leyden said that there is more
police visibility around the Golden Crust
Pizza area as a result of the incident.
Furthermore, he said that there are three
former Providence police officers working
in the security office.
In terms of safety, Leyden said that in an
urban environment like Providence, some
people will take advantage of others.
“Be aware of your surroundings,” he
said. “Walk in lit areas, walk in groups,
and know where you are. Don’t talk to
people you don’t know.”
Overall, Leyden said that the two inci
dents, an armed robbery and an assault
with a deadly weapon, took place within
one week, and that this concerns the
College community.
“I don’t foresee this kind of violence in
the future,” he said.

Urban Action: Future Uncertain After Changes to Orientation
continued from front page

“I think it’s important for UA to contin
ue at PC because it eliminates most of the
college freshman jitters,” she said.
Francesca Genova ’ll said that she
participated in UA last year and also
liked that the program aided her transi
tion into college.
“You come onto campus already under
standing the strong emphasis PC students
place on community service,” she said.
Butterfield emphasized the same points,
noting that UA eases the transition into
college by providing “a feeling of wel
comeness and a group of new friends.”
In the past, freshman orientation has
taken place over the summer, with various
groups of students coming on campus for a
few days with their parents. Beginning
next year, however, freshman orientation
will be taking place during the week before
school begins.
An e-mail sent out by the UA leaders via
ANGEL on Sunday, Sept. 21, 2008, stated
that an executive committee decided to
combine all summer orientation programs
into one program that will take place dur
ing the week before school starts.
Butterfield said that in his opinion, it
would be ideal to hold UA before the
week-long orientation. He also indicated
that there is a possibility that UA might be
combined with orientation so that all fresh
men participate.
“If UA takes place during orientation,
the social and service aspects can’t happen
because there would be too many people
participating,” he said. “We hope to work
together to keep the program the way it is.”
Butterfield said that a letter-writing
campaign was encouraged on ANGEL in
order to promote the program to the com
mittee, adding that he was disappointed
that no students were on the committee.
“We are trying to work with the school
and offer our opinion,” he said. “We only
hope they consider how strongly we feel
about it as a student body.”
Michael Filippone ’ 11 said that the per
sonal feel of Urban Action made it a
unique experience for him.
“I had an opportunity to meet a lot of
my fellow class members who did
Urban Action and became friends with
many of them,” he said. “I am very
happy to have done Urban Action, and I
would hate if other people did not get to
experience it.”

Butterfield indicated that the new orienta
tion arrangement will definitely affect how
Urban Action is run this year, and that this
changed orientation schedule in itself will
make for a different experience for incoming
freshmen at PC.
Cory Richards ’09 said that the new ori
entation schedule is beneficial because it
can be inconvenient to come twice to the
College, once for orientation and then
again for when school begins.
“If people have prior plans like vaca
tions, the summer orientations aren’t very
convenient,” she said.
“I think that freshman orientation
should be the week before classes, but this
change should not have to compromise
Urban Action,” Genova said.
Kait Witte ’09, a 2005 UA participant,
said that she is not a supporter of the new
orientation schedule.
“I know a lot of other schools do it
[the week before school starts], but I
enjoyed how PC had our orientations
throughout the summer,” said Witte. “It
was a nice few days to get you ready and
excited for college.”
Other students voiced agreement with
keeping orientation the way it was.
“[UA] is important for freshmen
because it shows them that Providence
College is a strong, tight-knit community
that is focused on helping others,” said
Greg Berry ’10. “Freshman orientation is
also a very important part for entering
freshmen, but it should be kept the way it
is now.”
“I think that it was a good idea to
have orientation during the summer
because it gives students a chance to
meet people there, as well as in Urban
Action if they go,” said Zaleta. “I have a
good friend that I initially met at orien
tation, and we both turned out to be in
the same UA group. It gave me comfort
that I knew someone already.”
As for the fate of Urban Action this year,
Sharon Hay, director of the S.A.I.L.
Office, said that nothing is set in stone yet.
“A decision was approved by the
College’s cabinet a couple of weeks ago
to move to a fall orientation model, but
we are still in the infancy of planning
and have no details to share at this
time,” Hay said. “Absolutely nothing
has been decided in any way, shape, or
form concerning Urban Action.”
Last week, Hay had said that she would
be keeping the UA student coordinators

updated on the situation, and Butterfield
comfirmed on Monday, Sept. 29, that Hay
and the new coordinators will in fact be
working together to figure out the potential
structure of the program based on the new
orientation schedule.
Regardless of the outcome of the discus
sions concerning UA, the students who have

participated in the program seem to be in con
census that UA has become an essential part
of the PC experience for those involved.
“Urban Action is a terrific program that
builds friendships, helps the community
outside of the College, and symbolizes
what Providence College is truly all
about,” Berry said.
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Providence College’s
Premier Off-Campus Properties
The plated Homes of Emerald Isle Real Estate
A Providence College Tradition

Galway
133 Pinehurst Avenue

Edenderry
98 100 Eaton Street

Limerick
29 Huxley Avenue

Claremorris
98-96 Eaton Street

Castlebar
127-129 Pinehurst Avenue

Kilarney

Tipperary
14 1-143 Pembroke Avenue

Tollamore
138-140 Radcliffe Avenue

93 Pinehurst Avenue

Safe, clean, family neighborhoods

Off-campus living with character, priced

A short walk from campus center

competitively

Beautifully restored 1920s family homes

Redundant security systems

Each house is uniquely charming with a

Responsive, 24-hour service

distinct, personal feel

Directly managed by the property owner with

The off-campus center of student life

a proven history of serving the PC community'

Stan Kizlinski
“My personal reputation at PC is your assurance of satisfaction.”
Owner/Manager 24/7 • Cell Phone: 401-316-8457 • Email: skizlinski@-cox.net
Registered, Providence College Off-Campus Housing Office
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World Leaders Gather at United Nations
D’Escoto, opened the next phase of the
Assembly—a high-level general deb
ate—on Tuesday, Sept. 23.
He called for member states to “choose
International
the path of solidarity” over what he
described as a culture of selfishness, in
order to alleviate the plight of millions of
midst a world of conflict—the
people worldwide who suffer from pover
worst global financial crisis in
decades, lingering conflict between andty or other man-made problems.
He told the delegations that “a confluence
within nations, unusually high food and
of large-scale, interrelated crises” highlighted
fuel prices, terrorist attacks and security
threats worldwide, numerous natural disas that it was time to change the way peoples
and countries interacted with each other.
ters, and continued underdevelopment in
“If we are to seize the opportunities, we
the Third World—the United Nations com
must move beyond lamentations, speech
menced its 63rd session of the General
making and statements of good intentions.
Assembly last week.
[We must] take concrete action based on a
With security tight, heads of state and
firm resolve to replace the individualism
delegation representatives from across the
and selfishness of the dominant culture
world gathered at the U.N. Headquarters
with human solidarity as the golden rule
in New York to discuss matters of pressing
international importance.
that guides our behavior,” he said, accord
The U.N. announced that its program of ing to a U.N. press release.
the week’s work was based on six key
principles: Democratization of the United
" —————
Nations, including evaluations of the work
of the Security Council and of the Bretton
Woods institutions, as well as revitaliza
tion of the General Assembly; financing
for development to end hunger, poverty,
and lack of access to clean water and basic
health services; climate change in a divid
ed but ecologically interdependent world;
achieving the goals of the United Nations
Decade: “Water for Life” program; imple
mentation of the Counter-Terrorism
Strategy, with full respect for human
rights; and human security as a part of
international peace and security, including
disarmament and nuclear control.
The conference began with a meeting
on Africa’s development needs on
Monday, Sept. 22.
The Assembly acknowledged that eco
nomic growth is opening new windows
for Africa. However, poverty is still wide
Declaration of U.N.
spread, and climate change and a global
food crisis have impeded Africa’s efforts
member states, reaffirming
to eliminate poverty and achieve the
their commitment to
Millennium Development Goals.
addressing Africa’s needs.
World leaders recognized that the way
forward for Africa requires integrated and
---------------------------------------- "
coordinated actions by Africa and the inter
In the days that ensued, the General
national community to find a comprehen
Assembly shifted its focus to economic and
sive approach to long-term development.
security concerns, as well as its progress on
“We stress that eradicating poverty, par
the Millennium Development Goals.
ticularly in Africa, is the greatest global
World leaders recommitted themselves
challenge facing the world today,” said the
to reducing global poverty, pledging an
declaration published by the General
Assembly, reaffirming its commitment to
estimated $16 billion in aid, including new
address Africa’s special needs.
commitments for malaria and education.
Member states recommitted them
The delegations also reaffirmed the cen
selves to strengthening a “global partner tral role of the U.N. in responding to the
ship of equals” based on shared responsi
global crises of our time on the final day of
bility and determination to mobilize
the general debate on Friday, Sept. 25.
Heads of state of countries from Britain
resources for Africa.
to Botswana agreed that the the work of the
The President of the United Nations
General Assembly, His Excellency Miguel
United Nations is needed more than ever as
by

Mary Kate Nevin ’09
World Editor

A

We stress that
eradicating
poverty, particu
larly in Africa,
is the greatest
global challenge
facing the world
today.

The United Nations General Assembly held its annual meeting last week to
discuss matters of pressing importance to the international community.
the world confronts these challenges. They
also urged stronger global leadership from
individual states, as well as continued U.N.
reform to best equip it to deal effectively
with today’s most imperative issues.
Most important to the reform process
would be the transformation of the Security
Council to provide more equitable regional

representation, better transparency, and
more efficient working methods.
Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon expr
essed optimism in his closing remarks.
“We have strengthened the global partner
ship for development... We did this togeth
er. And now we must forge ahead. We must
make it happen.”

If Sudanese president Omar al-Bashir had
attended the meeting and been arrested, how
would it affect the conflict in Darfur?
“It would have
(slowed) the genocide
down, just because
[the Janjaweed]
wouldn't have a
leader, but honestly,
I don't think it would
stop it. Would the
rebels stop or just
intensify their
attacks?"

Kelly Branham '12

Compiled By Victoria Ngare ’12

“It could have
potentially led to an
end to the genocide.
If not, at least
an increase in
humanitarian aid."

Sara Stowell '09

World
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China Sends Man Into Space
by Jenny Arvanaghi ’10
World Staff

Asia: China
The year of the rat has been epic for
China. With the Olympics being held in
Beijing this past summer, Chinese people
were able to show the world its artistic
talent and historical past. It continues to
shine. On Saturday, Sept. 27, a Chinese
astronaut made history by performing the
nation’s first-ever spacewalk.
The mission began on Thursday. The
Chinese Shenzhou-7 spacecraft blasted
off of Jiuquan Satellite Launch Center in
Gansua Province on a three-day space
mission carrying three Chinese astro
nauts on the country’s third manned
space mission in five years.
Mission commander Zhai Zhigang
was broadcasted on live television in
China as he floated out of the orbit mod
ule of the Shenzhou-7 spacecraft, linger
ing outside for approximately 13 min
utes before climbing back inside.
Zhai even spoke during the spacewalk
stating, “Shenzhiu-7 has left the module,
physically feel very good. Greetings to all
the people of the nation and all the people
of the world.”
His fellow astronaut, Liu Boming,
accompanied him on this epic journey and
handed Zhai a Chinese flag to wave in
front of the camera.
This successful spacewalk is the first
step in assembling a space station from
two Shenzhou orbital modules, which is
the one of the many goals of China’s
manned spaceflight program. Ultimately,
they plan to land a man on the moon in
the next decade.
The Chinese government is hoping to
be able to set up a space station by 2020
in order to send a man to the moon.
Billions of dollars have been spent over
the years building up a space program
that would profoundly advance the
nation, bringing them up to speed with
the United States and Russia.

Soundbite of the Week

“It's kind
of like
buying a
car alter
it’s been
in a car
wreck.”
Reuters

-STEPHEN BUSER, retired Ohio State University professor,
on JP Morgan Chase & Co.’s purchase oi Washington Mutual
tor $1.9 billion. It is the largest bank failure in U.S. history.

The Election 2008 Updater

Oddly Enough

Your source for the latest news from the Democratic and Republican parties.

Priest Stabber
Inspired By
‘DaVinci Code’

by
espite initial hesitation from

D

Russia and the United States conducted
their first spacewalks in 1965, while the
United States became the first country to
put a person on the moon in 1969.
An elaborate ceremony was held before
the launching in western China, where the
three astronauts, Jing Haipeng, Liu
Boming, and Zhai Zhigang waved their
final goodbyes to the cheering crowd
before going on this ambitious journey.
President Hu Jintao praised the space proj
ect at the ceremony, exclaiming to the
astronauts, “You will definitely accomplish
this glorious and sacred mission. The
motherland and the people are looking for
ward to your triumphant return,” according
to The Associated Press.
All three of the astronauts are 42 years
old and are experienced fighter pilots.
They plan to run tests in space and launch
a small satellite monitoring station. Meals
aboard the spacecraft include Chinese
meals such as shredded pork sauteed with
garlic and grilled beef with spicy sauce,
shrimp, and dried fruit. They also carried
traditional Chinese medicine with them in
case of illness.
The mission is being extensively cov
ered by Chinese media, and is being shown
on its national television. The spacecraft
was launched by the Long-March II-F car
rier rocket which took the spacecraft into a
low orbit around 210 miles above the earth
according to the Chinese space agency.
Although the U.S. and Russia had a head
start in the space race, some believe that
China can outrun them by the year 2020.
China launched its first manned mission,
Shenzhou-5, in 2003, followed by a two-man
mission in 2005. Michael D. Griffin, the
administrator of NASA, believes that the
Chinese program is advanced and could over
take American efforts to return to the moon.
China is very proud of its space program
and is hoping that the national space pro
gram will better its nation economically by
helping to bolster technology in the future.
Other countries such as India and Japan are
also developing their own space programs
to compete with China.

Sen.

John McCain (Ariz.), the first presi
dential debate of the 2008 election season
took place Friday, Sept. 26, at the
University of Mississippi as the candi
date’s colleagues in congress embarked on
a bipartisan effort to bolster a struggling
economy. The debate’s focus would be
limited to foreign policy, although moder
ator Jim Lehrer was quick to put the eco
nomic crisis on the table. Lehrer cited the
economy as an influential aspect of for
eign policy that the next president would
have to face.

Sens. John McCain and Barack Obama
clashed on domestic and foreign policy
issues, focusing especially on the current
economic crisis.

Sen. Barack Obama (Ill.) addressed the
economic crisis, calling it “the worst
financial crisis since the Great
Depression.” Obama stressed the impor
tance of swift action and laid out a fourpoint plan for tackling the problem. First,
he argued that any plan put forth must
allow for government oversight, in terms
of where and when the money, potentially
$700 billon, is used. Second, Obama

Brett Corrigan ’09, Asst. World Editor
maintained that the taxpayers must have
the possibility of getting their money back
when the market gains and returns to a
more stable point. Third, the senator
emphasized that no money should be used
to pad CEO bank accounts. Finally, he
wanted to ensure that the plan would assist
struggling homeowners as foreclosures
continue to snowball across the country.
Obama was also quick to tie McCain to
supporting “eight years of failed economic
policies promoted by George Bush.” In
emphasizing the importance of focusing on
the middle class as the guidepost to success,
he condemned the shredding of corporate
regulations and consumer protection.
When questioned about the economy
McCain first applauded the bipartisan
effort in response to the current econom
ic situation. McCain stressed the impor
tance of transparency within the plan.
McCain also acknowledged that the
package, once finalized, would only act
as a stabilizer for the situation. “This
isn’t the beginning of the end of the cri
sis. This is the end of the beginning.. .We
have a lot of work to do. And we’ve got
to create jobs. And one of the areas, of
course, is to eliminate our dependence on
foreign oil,” McCain said.
McCain also spoke of the greed and
corruption not only on Wall Street but also
in Washington. “We Republicans came to
power to change government, and govern
ment changed us,” he said. Consequently,
McCain also announced the idea of a
spending freeze within agencies with the
exception of defense, veteran affairs, and
entitlement programs, in an effort to con
trol deficit spending.
When asked about the United States
current foreign policy outlook and the
approach each presidential nominee
would take as president, both candidates
worked to deviate from the other.
McCain stressed the poor handling of the
war in Iraq, saying, “we went in to Baghdad
and everybody celebrated. And then the war
was very badly mishandled.” McCain then
spoke of how he urged Congress and the
administration for a change in strategy and for

more troops. He credited this eventual troop
surge for recent success in stabilizing Iraq.
Obama alternatively stressed his “funda
mental difference” with Sen. McCain was
“whether we should have gone into the war
in the first place.” He argued that at the time
he saw the war as politically risky, potential
ly costly, and questioned America’s exit
strategy, intelligence, how it would impact
U.S. relations around the world, and the fact
that we had not finished in Afghanistan.

"------------------------------

This isn’t the
beginning of the
end of the crisis.
This is the end of
the beginning.
Sen. John McCain (Ariz.),
at the first presidential
debate at thelJniversity of
Mississippi.

--------------------------------"
In terms of the candidates’ plans as presi
dent, Obama announced a concrete plan to
send two to three additional brigades to
Afghanistan, a plan of action to deal with
Pakistan, a growing safe haven for terrorism,
and a mix of tougher sanctions and diplo
matic talks with Iran.
McCain alternatively said he would not be
prepared to cut off aid to Pakistan and favored
gaining the support of the people of Pakistan.
The senator also argued against a timetable in
Iraq, while acknowledging the need for an
increased troop presence in Afghanistan.
McCain would also consider nuclear prolifer
ation in Iran an existential threat to the State
of Israel and surrounding counties. McCain
proposed a league of democracies to impose
painful sanctions on Iran.

by Victoria Ngare ’12
World STaff
ccording to the Italian media and

A

the Catholic newspaper Avvenire, 68year-old priest Rev. Caino Calitri was in
critical condition after being stabbed on
Tuesday by 25-year-old Marco Luzi.
Luzi informed police that he was inspired
to commit the crime after watching the film
The Da Vinci Code, which convinced him he
was the anti-Christ. Roman police uncov
ered a note in Luzi’s pocket which read,
“this is just the beginning, 666.” The number
666, as mentioned in the Bible, is known as
the “mark of the beast.”
Police found several objects in Luzi’s
apartment referencing Dan Brown’s The
Da Vinci Code. The items include a print
of “The Last Supper” fresco by
Leonardo Da Vinci and another note
reading, “I, the anti-Christ.”
Both the best-selling book The Da
Vinci Code and its film adaptation have
been denounced by the Vatican. The Da
Vinci Code suggests Jesus and Mary
Magdalene were married and had chil
dren, creating a royal blood line. It
expresses the idea that Church officials
have known about this blood line and
have kept it hidden for centuries.

Reuters

World

October 2, 2008

The Cowl 13

The Americas

Europe

United States: Financial Crisis Continues to Unfold
The United States House of Representatives
voted on Monday, Sept. 29, to reject the White
House’s $700 billion rescue plan for the financial
industry, sending markets reeling and triggering the
Dow Jones Industrial Average’s biggest decline ever.
The vote against the measure was 228 to 205, with
133 Republicans and 95 Democrats in opposition. The
bill was backed by 140 Democrats and 65 Republicans.
Critics of the bill claimed it focused too much on res
cuing the Wall Street millionaires while lacking ade
quate provisions to help “Main Street” recover. It also
granted unheard of power to the Treasury Secretary,
essentially enabling him to spend all the money
unchecked by any legislative or judicial bodies.
The Dow plunged that day, posting a record oneday loss of 778 points and wiping out $1.2 trillion
of market value. Wall Street roared back on Tuesday,
Sept. 30, however, jumping 485 points as investors
bet Washington would revive a new plan to stabilize
the markets.
The Senate reviewed a revised version of the
bailout plan on the evening of Wednesday, Oct. 1.
The initiative passed with a 74 to 25 margin, with
both presidential candidates voting in favor.
The revised bill increases the FDIC insurance cap
and allows it to borrow from the Treasury to cover any
losses. It also continues a host of expiring tax breaks
and extends renewable energy tax breaks for individu
als and businesses. Finally, the bill includes another
year of relief from the Alternative Minimum Tax.
Because of Senate’s add-ons, the bill’s price tag
will be higher than the $700 billion that the
Treasury would use to buy troubled assets.
Supporters say taxpayers are likely to make back
that money in the long-term, though, because the
Treasury will be investing in valuable assets that
will earn a substantial return.
The easy approval and the new features of the bill
made backers optimistic that the House would
accept it by Friday and end the legislative uncer
tainty that has rocked the markets.

Austria: Far Right Gains in Vote
The leaders of Austria’s two far-right parties
had their strongest showing in decades in general
elections held on Sunday, Sept. 28.
The Freedom Party and the Alliance for the
Future of Austria, populist parties that are consid
ered far-right, took around 29 per cent of the vote,
preliminary results showed on Monday, Sept. 29.
This reflects a more than doubling of support
since the last polls in 2006.
“Today, we are the winners of election night,”
Freedom Party leader Heinz-Christian Strache
said, according to the BBC.
The Social Democrats, Austria’s center-left
party, still won the polls with 30 per cent. But
they, and the more traditionally conservative
People’s Party, with 26 per cent, suffered their
worst results in half a century.
The polls were called after the ruling coalition
between the Social Democrats and the People’s
Party collapsed this July. Experts say the nature of
the next coalition will now be hard to predict.

Ecuador: Voters Approve New Constitution
Ecuadorean voters have approved a new constitu
tion for the country that significantly increases
presidential powers on Monday, Sept. 29, according
to the BBC.
With most of the ballots in and counted, 64 per cent
of the voters backed the new charter, which President
Rafael Correa has hailed as a “historic win.”
“This is confirmation of the citizen’s revolution
we’re offering,” he urged a crowd of supporters in
his coastal hometown of Guayaquil.
The new constitution will enable him to run for
two new, consecutive terms, giving him more of a
chance to tackle instability in Ecuador.
However, critics of the new constitution argue
that the president will have too much power, as he
will be able to-dissolve the Congress within the first
three years of its four-year term.
Leaders such as Venezuelan President Hugo
Chavez have acknowledged that the United States
will be worried, as many will see this as another
move to the left in Latin American politics.
The articles in the proposed constitution
include plans to tighten control of important
industries such as oil and mining, thereby reduc
ing the power and influence of the business and
land-owning minority that has always run the
country. Correa is offering more say in the run
ning of the country to women, the poor, and to
Ecuador’s large indigenous community.
Venezuela: Chavez Says Country Will
Develop Nuclear Power
President Hugo Chavez of Venezuela announced
on Sunday, Sept. 28, that the country would begin to
develop a nuclear reactor for peaceful purposes, just
days after Russia offered nuclear assistance to the
socialist Latin American leader.
President Chavez noted that the country, a member
of the oil-producing cartel OPEC, developed a nuclear
reactor decades ago but was forced to abandon it
because of increased pressure from the United States.
“In Venezuela we are interested in development
of nuclear energy, of course for peaceful purposes,
for medical purposes, for purposes of electricity
generation,” he said, according to Reuters.
Chavez did not offer any further details regarding
when a reactor could be ready. However, this will
further strain relations with Washington, D.C., which
already views Chavez as autocratic and erratic.
Most recently, Chavez has challenged
Washington by defending Iran’s nuclear activities,
expelling the U.S. ambassador to Venezuela, and
repeating his frequent threats to stop oil sales that
make up almost 10 per cent of U.S. oil imports.

by

Mary Kate Nevin ’09 and
Kieran Whelan ’09

Middle East
Israel: ‘Beatlemania ’ Breaks Free
in Tel Aviv
Last Thursday, Sept. 25, former Beatle Sir
Paul McCartney played his first show in
Israel in front of approximately 40,000 fans.
This show came 43 years after The
Beatles were banned from performing in
Israel. In 1965, The Beatles were scheduled
to perform but were prevented from taking
the stage because authorities were afraid that
they could “corrupt the nation’s youth,”
according to the BBC.
McCartney has recently shrugged off
Palestinian pleas to boycott Israel in protest
over its military and settlement activity.
Although Palestinian activists asked
McCartney to cancel the show, he said that
he “thought it was a good time to come and
take a look at the situation.”
“You couldn’t keep me off the stage,”
he said.
On stage, McCartney addressed the fans
mostly in English but with a bit of Hebrew,
The Associated Press reported. He also
wished fans a happy new year in light of the
Jewish holiday.
The star was in a much more reflective
mood however, when he compared the bar
rier Israel was building in and around the
West Bank to the Berlin Wall. “It’s sad to
think people can be physically divided like
that. It’s not good for anyone.” Although
Israel has argued that the barrier is for its
security, the Palestinians say that it is a
device to take land.

Science and Technology: Space Freighter
Destroyed Over Pacific
Europe’s “Jules Verne” space freighter
destroyed itself on Monday, Sept. 29, in a con
trolled bum-up over the southern Pacific Ocean.
The cargo ship, weighing approximately 13.5
tons, had just completed a six-month mission to
the space station, and was packed with the orbit
ing platform’s trash and debris.
In order to slow the freighter sufficiently to
pull it into the atmosphere, two engine firings
were required. Both the United States and
European space agencies had planes in the air to
attempt to capture the destruction of the Jules
Verne space freighter on tape, while astronauts
on the space station reported seeing the light
from the falling freighter.
“Everything went correctly, nominally, smooth
ly. This was the last section of the chain,” said
Simonetta di Pippo, head of human spaceflight at
the European Space Agency (ESA).
Jules Verne, also known by the more general
name Automated Transfer Vehicle (ATV), cost
about €1.3 billion ($1.8 billion) to develop. After
launch, this “space truck” can work out where it
needs to go in space and then makes a fully auto
matic docking once it arrives at its destination. It
was developed as part of ESA’s ISS membership
agreement to bring cargo, water, and oxygen to
the space station, and also to provide propulsion
capacity at the station.

Asia

Africa

India: Worshippers Killed in Temple Stampede
At least 168 people were killed and at
least 100 were injured when thousands of
pilgrims stampeded on Tuesday, Sept, 30, at
a Hindu Temple in the historic town of
Jodhpur in Western India.
According to the BBC, a wall near the
temple is said to have collapsed, causing
panic among thousands of devoted worship
pers marking the start of the Hindu
Navaratra festival.
However, according to Ramesh Vyas, a
pilgrim who was standing in line, the stam
pede began as false rumors of a bomb spread
among the crowd.
Television footage from Jodhpur showed
dozens of bodies lying on the sidewalk,
while many frantic people tried restlessly to
revive those unconscious worshippers.
Others dragged people by their arms and
legs down a ramp that leads to the temple
inside the massive 15th century Mehrangarh
Fort that overlooks the town.
Japan: Company Invents Airbag For People
A Japanese company says it has made an
airbag designed to stop elderly people from
injuring themselves by falling.
The device, to be strapped around the
body, detects rapid acceleration towards the
ground and can automatically inflate in 0.1
seconds, according to the BBC.
Prop, the Tokyo-based company, says the
product is designed to cushion a fall using
two separate pockets of air—one behind the
head and one around the hips. It does not
protect those who fall forward.
Japan’s elderly population is very large, with
nearly 30 million people over the age of 65.

Egypt: 19 Hostages Freed, Kidnappers Killed
Eleven European tourists and eight Egyptians
abducted in the Egyptian desert have been freed
unharmed in a “rescue and recovery operation” in
which some of their kidnappers were killed,
Egyptian officials said on Monday, Sept. 29.
“They have all arrived safely. No ransom was
paid from any of the hostage countries,” Tourism
Minister Zoheir Garrana told reporters.
Masked gunmen seized the five Germans, five
Italians, one Romanian, and eight Egyptians on
Friday, Sept. 19, from a desert safari near Egypt’s
borders with Sudan and Libya. The kidnappers
then brought them into Sudan and demanded a
multi-million-dollar ransom.
Somalia: Pirates Hijack Ukrainian Ship
Somali pirates seized a Ukrainian ship carrying
33 Soviet-made battle tanks on Friday, Sept. 26.
“We consider sea bandits those who illegally fish
in our seas and dump waste in our seas and carry
weapons in our seas. We are simply patrolling our
seas. Think of us like a coast guard,” the pirates’
spokesman Sugule Ali told The New York times.
“We just saw a big ship. So we stopped it.”
The Somali government says the pirates are now
negotiating with the ship’s owners.
The ship has been surrounded by United States
warships that prevent the pirates from taking the
weapons off the ship, and a Russian frigate was
approaching the area on Wednesday, Oct. 1, to join
the international blockade.
On Tuesday, Sept. 30, it was reported by several
news agencies that the pirates had fired at each
other over what to do with the vessel’s cargo. The
pirates denied this, however, and expressed opti
mism that a peaceful resolution could be reached.
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"What Would Jesus NOT Do?
Finally Another Palahniuk Adaptation Is Brought to Life
Tompkins ’09
A&E Asst. Editor

by C.W.

The cult success of Fight Club seems
as though it would induce the
Hollywood film community to raid the
library of Chuck Palahniuk’s other
manuscripts.
MOVIE
However, it has
REVIEW
taken almost ten
years for this to hap
pen and Hollywood wasn’t to be the
benefactor of his next Pulp piece
applied to celluloid. Choke was adapted
by Clark Gregg, a bit actor that you
might recognize from Law and.Order or
Iron Man (he usually plays a cop or
Lawyer but is mostly a faceless piece of
dialogue).
Gregg’s writing and directorial
debut premiered at the Sundance Film
Festival in January and took home the
Special Jury Award. It recently released
limitedly in the U.S. this past Friday.
Sam Rockwell (Confessions of a
Dangerous Mind) stars as Victor
Mancini, a thoroughly amoral sex
addict who is an “historical interpreter”
by day and a con-artist by night. Our
hero has the penchant for choking in
restaurants (hence the name of the
movie) and getting wealthy patron’s to
assist him and subsequently feel
responsible for his wellbeing. - He
exploits this pity to get them to send
money that he uses to pay for his

demented mother’s hospital bills.
Rockwell has a great ability to play
the worst possible person, and he does
an excellent job in this film. My beef
with Fight Club was that Edward
Norton was too damn likable for the part
(I mean who doesn’t love that man) but
Rockwell makes us believe that it is
possible for a person to have an excep
tionally tweaked and distorted view on
life. At the same time though, he is able
to jockey for our love without knowing
it. At points his inability to be the bas
tard he wants to be is heartwarming and
exemplary of how overwhelming con
science can be, even for the scoundrel.
Victor is accompanied by his best
friend, Denny (Brad William Henke), a
big oafish teddy bear who has a problem
with chronic masturbation. Denny,
despite his handicaps, often plays the
voice of reason and attempts to center
Victor. He is for the most part always
willing to help his best friend. The
dichotomy between the two and the
intense chauvinism exhibited by Victor
sets this film up as very much a piece
directed at the male demographic. But it
does develop into more than just an
Animal House-esque romp. It also sexplores some of the manic and base
things women are capable of.
Ida Mancini,
Victor’s mother
(Anjelica Houston), plays a delightfully
deranged woman that systematically
kills Victor’s emotions throughout the

course of his childhood and
makes him the social mongoloid he becomes. However,
she does somehow possess an
inspiring presence that is sort
of deadpan and sensible. It is
reminiscent of Brad Pitt’s
character in Fight Club,
though much less intense.
Those are just a few of the
odd folks that populate this
film. The one thing that
grounds Victor in the reality
of the film is that everyone is
relatively insane or has a trait
that wouldn’t sit well with the
members of the campus
morality team. Choke does
deal with a lot of the same
issues of conformity and commerciality of American cul
ture that Fight Club punches
into the audience’s face,
though it isn’t as harsh or
preachy. The comedy is also
more straightforward and silly. Choke
may not be as well made as David
Fincher’s take on Palahniuk but it is
still a really good piece of Americana'
when removed from the shadow of
Fight Club. Like its predecessor, Choke
is worth viewing if for no other reason
than the ridiculous theme’s and even
stranger story lines. Victor’s birth origin
bit is worth the ten dollars alone.
You can catch this movie now at

Providence Place and if you have a puri
tanical outlook I suggest you save your
delicate sensibilities and go see Nights
in Rodanthe: It will probably make you
go through menopause instantaneously.
GRADE: B+

Primetime Thursdays Return
For Better or Worse, It's the Same Old Song
by Annmarie

Granstrand ’09

A&E Editor
Thomas Jefferson once deemed:
“Honesty is the first chapter in the book of
wisdom.” And I think if T.J. was around
today, he’d take one look at that box his
whippersnapper grandchild would call a
television and say, “Gee, Jim Halpert’s got
it right.” Like most level-headed
Americans, I use primetime programming
as a moral compass. In the first episode of
The Office’s fifth season, all kinds of
issues were tackled: body image, self-dis
cipline, sanctity of marriage, and even the
singing of “The Little Drummer Boy” dur
ing Ordinary Time. Overall, honesty
proved to be the overarchring theme of
Thursday evening.
In some places honesty was prevalent,
like Andy’s love for Angela. As Angela
continues to place hurdle after hurdle in
the way of his wedding plans, Andy took a
deadpan look at Angela and lovingly pro
claimed that he would marry her any
where. (Why she didn’t accept his first

Right, Andy
reminds his bride
she is his “Angella, ella, ella, ah,
ah, ah...” Here
comes treble. Far
right, McDreamy
contently contem
plates that this
season he will
convince himself
he knows how to
cure Meredith of
her relationship
masochism.

idea of getting married at The Breakers in
Newport, I don’t know.) Another great
moment of sincerity was when Andy con
fessed, “Andy Bernard does not lose con
tests. He wins them. Or he quits them
because they are unfair.”
Hailing from the Garden State, parkway
rest stops will always hold a special place
in my heart. I can only hope that when
David Wright proposes to me some few
years from now it’s on the GSP around
Exit 140, pouring buckets of rain and
romance like it did for Pam and Jim. Jim’s
always had a knack for knowing just when
to throw caution to the paper shredder and
unabashedly act on his goofy sincerity.
While Michael Scott forced the branch
to take a hard look at the number one
killer of Americans, “obeastity,” Stanley
triumphed over all. He concluded his
weight-loss summer with a Tommie
Smith fist pump and acceptance of the
fact that despite the Scranton branch’s
loss, he’s just going to take those extra
vacation days anyway. Now that’s hon

esty even more refreshing than brushing
your teeth in Niagra Falls.
Now, if you’d prefer the smoke screen of
running in dramatic circles, do switch to
ABC’s Grey’s Anatomy. It only took the
first commercial break for my housemates
and I to decide this was the last time we
would give a rat’s rear end for the lot of
them. The show that thrives on the same
self-centered yammering of beautiful peo
ple week after week has finally broken me.
I optimistically searched and searched for
some semblance of humanity on a program
that centers on a hospital, a place where
people should be healed and made healthy.
The irony of it is, those who help others
attain physical health are emotionally the
sickest of all.
Thursday night’s episode included the
two most annoying things for which the
show is known: violent, tear-jerking
dreams presented as reality and stupid,
flash-forward “what could have been”
scenes. In the first few minutes, I was led
to believe that Derek Shepherd was dead.
As if I wasn’t emotionally unstable enough
with the NL Wild Card race, Meredith’s
hysterical screams pounding at the win
dows of the ER solidified the lump in my
throat. But oh wait, you fell for it again!
Meredith wakes up in a cold sweat and
McDreamy is alive and well. The audience
is quickly rushed back to the overly analyt
ical characters who are just making conju
gal mistakes for the sake of what they must
see as endearing verbiage.
Each character of Grey’s Anatomy
develops a little martyr complex instead
of being honest with themselves and each
other. Lexie Grey, you’re suffering from
unrequited Georgian love? It’s season
five. Everybody eventually gets the
deluded crush on him. It’s your turn. As

ABC

for our new lady lovers, Erica and Callie,
honesty was found to be the best policy,
even if it’s ambiguous.
Going by the motto of the Christopher
Society, it really is better to light one can
dle than to curse the darkness. I’ll light a
candle for the halfway decent Taylor Swift
song that premiered on Grey's Anatomy
that rainy Thursday night. While the plot
may have gone by the wayside, I’ll contin
ue to enjoy the show’s soundtrack.
Perhaps it’s meant to be that Grey’s
and The Office premiered on the same
night. The overbearing drama of Seattle
Grace is balanced out by DunderMifflin’s uproarious comedy and realis
tic portrayals of weight lost and love
gained. In the words of the flawless Jim
Halpert, “beer me five,” honestly.
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The Future Shocks
So Fine
TV on the Radio Makes John Mango '10 Squeal

by John

Mango ’10
A&E Asst. Editor

Dear Science bites. In a really good
way. TV On the Radio is one of those silly
little groups that transcends a single musi
cal category, something of a mixing pot of
musical sounds, baking
aLBUM something disjointed and
hollow while being entirely
REVIEW rhythmic and soulful.This
album, a bit more accessible
than their slaying third
album, Return to Cookie Mountain
released in 2006, but it still has that
TVOTR nip, that sense of fear that res
onates behind Tunde Adebimpe’s full
vocals. And rightfully so, its title is some
thing of an ironic exclamation, a letter
addressed to our future fears.
The opening track, “Halfway Home,” is
reminiscent of the synth drive on Cookie
Mountain's “Wolf Like Me,” peppered
with guitar static and shaped by the
sound of claps in a long hall.
Adebimpe’s rough crooning
complements the forward pulse.
But from there they depart from the
traditional TVOTR wall of synth, for
something a bit more tundra-esque.
TVOTR has been labeled dark,
brooding, and in my humble opinion this
categorizing, while reductive, is not
entirely off-base. On their website Kyp
Malone (vocals, guitar) explains that he
grew up listening to Joy Division, The

Cure, and The Smiths, the gods of the
depressed and angsty. However, he goes
on to clarify that he liked them because he
could identify with the music; there was
some of him in it. He’s quoted saying “It
made me feel less alone, you know? If I
could be that for someone else, that would
make me happy. It’d be a real form of suc
cess for me.” It’s hard to listen to TVOTR
and not put yourself in the music. In fact
it demands to be seen just as much as
heard, existing as a soundscape. Inside of
this acoustic area it’s sometimes jarring,
but often subtle, and eclectic. Songs like
“Family Tree” evoke a fuzzy memory, a
gray day, in an entirely beautiful way.
This is the real triumph of TVOTR. in
this album, as well as Cookie Mountain.
They embrace the ugly, the overwrought,
blasting synths and squealing
guitars, and manipulate them in
a succulent way. When I’m
there I’m not sure whether I
should break into hysterical
laughter or cower in some
comer. And this meld
ing of uncertainty and
rampant optimistic
certitude might just be
the
central
element
behind this album.
Their single, “Golden Age,”
begins with falsetto vocals over
sparse synth clicks. This escalates, spirals
up to the swinging hook, “the age of mir

acles, the age of science,
there’s a golden age cornin’
round.” These utopian
hopes, sung on a sprawling
arpeggio, sound laughingly
ironic next to those dark
beats that rock downwind.
Dear Science, are you real
ly going to bring this age of
miracles? TVOTR ques
tions more than it answers.
Of course in a time when
the only sure thing to do is
question, and answers
seem quaintly absurd, it
makes sense that TV on
the Radio would emerge
from the cultural mash.
I might speak for myself
when I say techno is not really for me. It
was always a bit, well, soulless. Maybe it
was the fact that a robot could have made
it, or that you dance the robot to it, or that it
sounds like what I imagine a computer
sounds like when it’s starting up, but
mostly because it was extremely rhythmi
cally strict and entirely hollow. TV on the
Radio fills the void.
As much as it is an acquired taste, as
much as it might take effort to appreciate
the guts of TVOTR, it’s worth the time.
Adebimpe’s vocals alone rip harder than
any recent singers. (Bono wishes he had
guts like this.) And still, through its
immense application of sound, sometimes

When Soul meets Indie: TV on the
Radio comes up with scientific genius.

resulting in near dirges, TVOTR is sooth
ing, and soothing in a way few other
bands can lay claim to. It’s Motown with
out the saccharine lyrics, it’s electronica
with bump in it’s step, its indie rock that
isn’t cloying, it rocks strong and hard.
Dear Science is a must experience.

GRADE: A

by John Vaghi ’10
Associate Editor-in-Chief
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A Long, Hot Summer Concludes: Paul Newman 1925-2008
by Annmarie

Granstrand ’09

A&E Editor

In all his eighty-three years, Paul
Newman was never seen sitting on his
hands. From 1954’s Somebody Up There
Likes Me to voicing Doc Hudson in 2007’s
Cars, Newman’s film career is filled with
a wide range of roles and works. For over
50 years, theater-goers have watched him
travel the road to perdition, rob people
blind with the Sundance Kid, and coolly
consume 50 eggs. His calm, blue eyes
have entranced over a generation and we
can only be thankful for the preservation
of his work which resonates today.
Undoubtedly, we can also be thankful
for his humanitarian efforts which rival his
success in film. According to newmansown.org, Newman’s Own has raised over

by

$220 million for various
charities and created
some amusing cartoons
to label everything from
salsa to salad dressing
with Newman’s own
smile as well.
A graduate of the
esteemed Kenyon College
in Ohio, Newman contin
uously donated to the
institution which gradu
ated him in 1949.
Although his football
career would end here,
his pull to the stage
strengthened. The Times
obituary states he went
on to hone his acting tal
ent alongside Marlon

WWW.PAUL-NEWMAN.COM

Claire Pevoto ’10
A&E Staff

Salsa is, obviously and unequivocal
ly, the best snack in the world. Or rather,
half of the best snack in the world; the
other half being whatever can be found
to dip into it (a chip, a tortilla, a huge
spoon, etc.). However, too many col
lege students resign themselves to eat
ing that pathetic excuse for a dip that
comes in a Tostitos jar. But with a little
creativity, you can make your own
unique salsa to serve up at your next
shindig (or to binge eat while writing a
paper...whatever). What follows is a
basic recipe, but the ingredients and
their quantities can be changed based on
your particular tastes. Try some man
goes in there if you’re feeling fruity, or
change up the peppers for a different
spice. Or just mix in a hodgepodge of
whatever
is
in
your
fridge.
Experimentation is half the fun!

3 tomatoes
1 small onion, or 1/2 of a large onion,
chopped
1/2 green bell pepper, chopped
1 garlic clove, minced
4 or 5 sprigs of cilantro, finely chopped
As much habanera pepper as you can
stand, finely chopped (I like to put about
2/3 of a pepper in)
1 or 2 teaspoons cumin powder

Brando, James Dean, and
his future wife, Joanne
Woodward, at the Actor’s
Studio in New York City.
Although his magnet
ic personality and hand
some smile would at
times overshadow his
skill as an actor,
Newman only worked
harder to prove himself
as more than simply a
pretty face. This round
ed character was an avid
racecar fan and a politi
cally active citizen.
Supporting liberal causes
like Eugene McCarthy’s
campaign in 1968 to his
recent backing of same-

Place tomatoes on nonstick cookie
sheet and broil in the oven until skin blis
ters (about 5 minutes). Remove from
oven. Peel off skins and put peeled toma
toes in a large mixing bowl. Using a fork,
mash tomatoes in bowl until they are at a
pureed consistency (you could use a food
processor, but that is BO-RING). Add
chopped onion, bell pepper, garlic,
cilantro, habanera, and cumin powder.
Mix well and serve at your next fiesta!
Food Bites:
Hoping to reap your own harvest this
fall? Check out www.pickyourown.org
for a comprehensive directory of
orchards and farms across the U.S., and
then some. You can also browse some
picking tips and recipes, and find local
food festivals as well. It won’t be long
until you’re snacking on fresh-picked
produce. The site lists 21 apple-picking
orchards in Rhode Island alone.

sex marriage, Newman remained an
informed and opinionated American all his
life, even donating to the campaign of PC
alumnus, Senator Dodd.
On Sept. 27, a New York Times ’ reporter
recalled a quote from Paul Newman: “We
are such spendthrifts with our lives. The
trick of living is to slip on and off the plan
et with the least fuss you can muster. I’m
not running for sainthood. I just happen to
think that in life we need to be a little like
the farmer, who puts back into the soil
what he takes out.”
The figurehead for film-making through
American humility died in his home in
Westport, Conn, on Sept. 26, 2008. His
well-rooted humanitarian efforts will be
carried on by his remaining family and his
cultivated achievements in cinema will
satisfy audiences for generations to come.

Stock your shelf with: Coffee Exchange
Wickenden Street Blend.
Coffee Exchange is by far the coolest cof
fee shop in Providence. The shop roasts its
own beans, and all of the coffee is Fair Trade.
They also partner with Catholic Relief
Services, so a portion of their proceeds goes to
help the world’s poor. Even if they weren’t so
ethically awesome, the Wickenden Street
Blend is mild enough for all coffee tastes, but
has enough body to please even the most
experienced palate. Brew some caffeinated
goodness for yourself.

C.w.’s Picks
Disclaimer: The Staff here at Arts & Entertainment are fully aware that Casino Royal does not appear on this list and we would like to assure the read
ing public that this was intentional. In anticipation of the latest installment of Bond excellence we would like to encourage you folks to prepare by get
ting back to your Bond roots. Warning: Do not, I repeat, do not view On Her Majesty's Secret Service.

Golden Eye (1995): This is the first Bond film where James is thoroughly emasculated. Every character that crosses the man’s path chides him incessantly for
being a “Cold War Dinosaur’’ and forces him to prove his worth in a world without the hammer and sickle. In that respect Golden Eye is in fact satirizing itself
before Austin Powers was even a thought in the head of Mike Myers. In the end though, Bond establishes his wdrth and avoids getting crushed between the legs
of Femke Jenssen.
A View to a Kill (1985): Roger Moore was nearly 60 when he starred as 007 for the last time. This is definitely the funniest and most ridiculous of all Bond
films. Add a crazy genetically enhanced concentration camp baby with the tics of Christopher Walken and you have the most insane and hilarious movie put on
screen. Instead of “MORE COWBELL,” Walken belts “MORE POWER” as he tries to steer his foreboding zeppelin Over the Golden Gate Bridge. Oh, and
Duran Duran does the theme music, delightfully cheesy.

Live and Let Die (1973): Another Roger Moore Classic, Live and Let Die places 007 in a black-sploitation film a la Shaft or Soul Fly. This film is complete
with voodoo and the best boat chase across the Louisiana Bayou I have ever seen. I hope I’m not spoiling anything but our villain, Kananga, expires by being
blown up like a birthday balloon. Awesome! Paul McCartney provides the soundtrack and Dr. Quinn (medicine woman) does a splendid job as an enchanting
tarotreader.
.
De No (1962): The first installment of the still ongoing seriese, Dr. No established all the common themes and devices that we see in the preceding films and
spoil's. Sean Connery gives us the swagger and raw male charisma we have come to expect from our Bond men. Anytime a villain has his own island you know
the movie is going to be good (see Man with the Golden Gun; it just missed the list).

From Russia with Love (1963): The plot of this film is really well thought out and executed beautifully. A good piece of cinema in its own right, From Russia
with Love follows our man Connery through Istanbul and across Europe on a train. The presence of the super evil entity is there but muted with the plotting, elu
sive and unseen Ernst Blofeld. This film flows perfectly and has the really gritty feel we might associate with Noir. Robert Shaw also shines as SPECTRE’S
Bond equivalent, Red Grant, a homicidal maniac that tails Bond through his endeavors waiting to strike. Bond at its best.
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with Annmarie Granstrand ’09
A&E Editor

Bob and Timmy’s Grilled Pizza
32 Spruce Street
(401)453-2221

Pizza is a regional art form. In south
ern California, it’s covered in fresh veg
etables and new-age philosophy. On the
northwest coast, they cover tough, wheat
dough with all kinds of cheeses at once.
In Chicago it’s
all about the
deep-dish.
Apparently in
our immediate
area, pizza’s to
be closely
accompanied
with vats of blue
cheese dressing.
At home in the
tri-state area, it’s
Italian-American perfection. I won’t
continue on a sermon describing the
healing powers of Sam’s Pizza in
Brooklyn or Westfield’s Buona Pizza
but I’d just like to preface with the fact
that I’ve eaten more than a few slices in
my twenty-one years of unwarranted,
pretentious food critiquing.
This past weekend was a rough one for
the people of New York. I’m not talking
about the people of Wall Street or wher
ever the anti-Bloomberg folks live. I’m
talking about the people of the 7 train,
the people of Flushing Meadows, the

people of Shea. Being in a relationship
with the Mets is, I hope, the most abusive
relationship of my life. Thankfully, I have
a great support system of friends who
refused to let me molt into the Ms.
Havisham of broken post-season dreams.
And because one specifically couldn’t
stand to listen to me mumble about how I
was ready to name my firstborn after
Endy Chavez anymore, she decided we

tea candles. It was just the soothing
atmosphere you’d want on such a tumul
tuous Sunday.
Next to a large window which featured
a quaint picket fence lined with impatiens, my fellow Jersey girl and I ordered
salads and sodas before deciding on
pizza. After a short deliberation, we
ordered half of the Grille Pizza and half
of the Grilled Chicken Pizza. The Grille

needed to grab a slice of home.
A shadow of my former self, I was
somewhat comforted at the prospect of
sharing a bit of home with someone who
hails from the Garden State as well. Armin-arm, or more like arm-around-me-toprevent-more-empathetic-tears-forBeltran, we entered Bob and Timmy’s
Grilled Pizza. Located on a quiet street in
the backyard of Federal Hill, the pizzeria
had only a handful of tables and an inti
mate dining area. Families and friends
were splitting pies on tables crowded
with large glasses of beer and small red

Pizza had mushrooms, pepperoni, and
onions laid on thick. The other half was
a rich compilation of chunky tomato
sauce, gorgonzola cheese, and diced
grilled chicken.
The pie wasn’t bad. The crust was
grilled, as obviously promised, but a tad
doughy for our taste. Thin crust is a diffi
cult art to master but it could have been
left on the heat a bit longer for a more
crisp taste. Although I’m not a fan of
mushrooms, I had a self-proclaimed con
noisseur with me who readily praised,
“These mushrooms are good ‘shrooms.”

Bohemian Quartet Receives
Standing Ovation for
Sunday's Performance
by Alison

DeNisco ’ll

A&E Staff

Walking into the Ryan Concert Hall last
Sunday, you might have thought you were
listening to the musical score from the lat
est Hollywood blockbuster instead of a
small string quartet. The Bohemian
Quartet played an intricate set of gypsy and
Romanian music, bringing a unique sense
of culture to Providence College.
The Bohemian Quartet is a four-piece
band composed of a violin, cello, guitar,
and an upright bass. It was founded by the
violinist Stan Renard in 2005 and is based
in Providence.
From the size and noise level of the
crowd, the Bohemian Quartet could have
been playing at a venue like Lupo’s rather
than in the Smith Center. Even though
most of the audience members were older
and rather distinguished-looking, that did
n’t stop them from clapping along at times
and breaking out into enthusiastic applause
after each song. There was even the occa
sional well-deserved “woohoo!”
The Quartet was an extremely talented
group. I’ll admit that string quartet music
is not really my forte, but listening to them
play was a very soothing and enjoyable
experience, much like listening to the score
of a movie. They played traditional gypsy
and Romanian music, which they are dedi
cated to spreading the awareness of, with
other pieces influenced by Polish, as well
as Eastern European folk songs. The
sounds were wide in range, from a waltz
like tune to a faster, almost country beat, to
even a variation of a tango at one point.
Renard shared his French origins, and
said that he grew up listening to gypsy
music rather than anything mainstream.
He eventually came to the U.S. and put
an advertisement in the paper for band
members,
which
guitarist
Paul
Kolesnikow answered. They were later
joined one at a time by bassist John

DeBossu
and
cellist
Christine
Harrington.
All of the music, script, and poem
translations were arranged by Renard.
Watching him on the violin was almost the
same as watching the lead singer of a
band; he was the only member of the
Quartet who was able to move around the
stage a little, and he had the most power
fully heard instrument. During one song,
“The Lark,” Renard’s violin truly sounded
like a singing bird. Kolesnikow’s guitar
was more prominent during certain num
bers, with the cello and the upright bass
fading into the background. However,
you could tell that without the latter two
the sound of the quartet would not be
nearly as rich or complex as it is. One piece
was a duet between the violin and the cello,
which worked together flawlessly.
Interspersed between the songs were
the stories and poems read by a narrator,
Steve Lynch, that complemented the
music. Lynch had a charming accent from
I have no idea where, and the audience
loved his jokes and overall persona. He
admitted he had been working as a janitor
in a bank when he met Renard, and as they
got to talking, Renard invited him to join
their show.
The Quartet received a standing ovation
and returned for an encore, which I for
one did not imagine happening at a con
cert featuring more classical-style music,
and was actually pretty cool.
The Bohemian Quartet released its first
CD, Word of Mouth, in 2006, and has
since been featured on the One World
Show, which received the award for best
musical documentary in 2007 in Rhode
Island. Their next CD is expected to be
released in spring 2009. If you do happen
to be into classical music, I would say the
Bohemian Quartet is definitely worth
checking out.

While the pizza was pretty good, it was
probably the affable wait staff and
relaxed dining atmosphere that kept us
lingering there for a couple hours.
Most good pizzerias also know the
subtle importance of beer selection. Bob
and Timmy’s not only had a plethora of
brews on tap and bottled, but they also
had a deal. If you finish two draughts ($4
each), you get to keep the glass liter mug
in which it comes.
Although it was so
very alluring to sit and
sip down another Sam
Adams Oktoberfest for
a prize, my Sunday
night procrastination
had to end and some
thing told me another
mug full of NL Wild
Card loss self-pity was
n’t going to cure me.
How can you mend
a broken heart, Al Green? I’m not sure.
I’m not sure Omar Minaya really knows
how to either. But like you, Al, “I just
want to live again.” You can’t stop the
rain from falling down. But a good step is
to grab a faithful friend and slice at Bob
and Timmy’s Grilled Pizza. Just because
your heart is far from home doesn’t mean
your stomach has to know.
GRADE: B

The Finer Brews
in Life

Tompkins ’09
A&E Asst. Editor

by C.W.

For some reason, microbreweries were
illegal in Japan until 1994. Strange, I
know. The Macro has been in business
since the 19th century on everyone's
favorite Pacific island but the small busi
nessman couldn't profit from his genius
until the Clinton administration. No mat
ter, it seems that the folks over at Kiuchi
Brewery have been plotting and scheming
for decades waiting to jump at the oppor
tunity to release the perfect concoction.
Kiuchi has been producing quality Sake
since before Japan even had beer (We're
talking Edo period here people), and
since the toleration of the microbrew
Kiuchi has perfected the white ale, com
bining Eastern and Western brewing tech
niques with a dash of some interesting
ingredients.
If you liked Hoegaarden you will love
this strangely spiced Japanese hybrid.
Hitachino White Ale actually beat out
Sam Adams Chocolate Bock (which isn’t
even that good) for best herbs and spices
beer in the 2004 World Beer Cup. As you
pour the ale it appears as a pale hazy yel
low with a small amount of head that

fades away fast. In its facade it is actually
very similar to the standard Belgian white,
but that’s about all they have in common.
The smell is an overwhelming combina
tion of citrus and spices. Those visionary
chemists over at Kiuchi thought it would
be a good idea to throw some cilantro and
nutmeg in the mix and it makes for an
interesting experience. There are also
muted hints of wheat.
Once you get the brew down the first
thing that hits you is, “Wow for a reason
ably light beer this has a lot of flavor.” It
is well carbonated, perhaps only slightly
less so than champagne and the citrus and
nutmeg play off each other very well.
This beer would go really well with a
vegetable dinner, perhaps couscous, or for
the meat lover, a good grilled chicken bur
rito. I might even go so far as to say it
would go well with a balanced breakfast.
Hitachino Nest brand beers come in these
cool looking 350 or 750 mL bottles so a
sixer will last you an entire sumo match.
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How Movies
Can Teach Us
About Life
by

Michael Pettinari ’09
Commentary Staff
ENTERTAINMENT

Movies have a special quality about them.
There are elements in a good movie that
make you feel that you are a part of that
story. An emotional connection with his
audience is any artist’s main goal. This is
why I am a film minor. It also happens that I
suck at math, science, business, theology,
philosophy, and any other minor that is avail
able here at Providence College. But movies
provide us with not only entertainment, but
also life lessons. It is possible to sit down and
watch a movie and learn more about life than
you will in any formal lesson.
I’m sure you’re saying to yourself,
“Whoa, Mike, let’s relax here a little bit.
Certainly a college degree is worth more
than a geekish knowledge of the Lord of the
Rings trilogy.” Nay, I say to you. Sure, col
lege provides you with a solid background of
all of life’s skills: From how to conduct your
self at business meetings and job interviews
all the way to how to conduct yourself in a
small bar with fellow party goers. But what
we learn in movies is something completely
different from a college education. We learn
practical things from movies; things that can
be useful in everyday life.
I mean, what would you do if your house
was getting foreclosed upon by the evil bank
because your dad, a humble curator of the
local history museum, couldn’t make ends
meet? Would you go to the police? No,
because that would make too much sense. So
what would you do? That’s right. You’d
befriend a severely deformed, but severely
loveable man and go on a search for buried
treasure in the caves and caverns under your
city. All while trying to outrun a family of
criminals led by their dad. Or was it their
mom? And when you find that old pirate
ship, you can take all the diamonds and
rubies you can fit inside your chubby
friend’s pockets.
And what would happen if you were los
ing a sporting event, say hockey? Sure, in
high school they teach you to be a good sport
and shake your opponent’s hand. But no, that
wouldn’t happen in real life. In real life, you
would skate in the formation of a flock of
birds and launch that puck into the back of
the net. Glove side though, don’t be fancy
and go stick side.
For the more serious matters in life, we
can also look to the great films of the past. If
by chance you happen to get sent to fat
camp, do what any other pre-pubescent
porker would: Sneak in a bunch of oreos and
deli meats and overthrow the oppressive
ruler of your camp who sort of resembles
Ben Stiller, all while learning vital life les
sons like don’t put twinkies on your pizza.
Movies also teach us how to interact with
the opposite sex. Films provide us with the
tools necessary to take that step and talk to a
girl. Personally I’ve found that dressing up in
a red and blue costume and bungee jumping
off buildings in the pouring rain has gotten
me further than any pick up line I’ve used.
Guys, this will only work if you wear a
mask. So don’t think that bungee jumping is
an automatic in.. .because it’s not.
Say you break your arm. Are you going to
spend the summer helping your lame friends
build a boat? No. You’re going to get signed
by the Cubs and make tons of cash. On top
of that, you get the cute girl at the end. But
beware, she might only be into your World
Series ring.
Which makes me wonder. If I continual
ly heard a mysterious voice telling me to
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No Clear Winner in Presidential Debate
The first presidential debate for the 2008 election is full ofcontradictions, tension, and untruths
BY Joe Sirianni ’10

Commentary Staff
Friday night’s first Presidential debate
between Senators Barack Obama and
John McCain can be described entirely in
two words: Mind-numbing. Each candi
date was too busy selling
POLITICS himself to really respond
to any of the questions
with the energy and
assertive nature I have become accus
tomed to seeing in a presidential con
tender. In fact, everything about the
debate was simply awful; from the seem
ingly awkward attempts to encourage
candidate interaction by PBS commenta
tor Jim Lehrer, to the silent, tension-filled
atmosphere among those present at the
University of Mississippi auditorium.
Even the blue-drenched backdrop was too
plain. The debate simply did not live up to
the hype.
Neither candidate was able to ignite in
a way that was noticeably attractive to the
viewers. What the American voter really
wants is to travel back in time 28 years to
the historic debate between Presidential
incumbent Jimmy Carter and Gov.
Ronald Reagan. This contest, which was
the only one that year, took place just a
week before the election and arguably
decided its outcome. Reagan’s closing
remarks hit the nail on the head with vot
ers in 1980 when he posed the question:
“Are you better off now than you were
four years ago?” Nothing Barack Obama
or John McCain said in the 97 minutes of
their first debate came close to a line
comparable to Reagan’s. Instead, each
candidate not only appeared nervous
throughout the entire exchange, but often
bestowed a demeanor of great seriousness
and at times, irritation. Each candidate
rattled off his cleanly rehearsed talking
points he had been practicing for weeks.
It was impossible to overlook McCain
declaring multiple times that he is rarely

referred to as the, “Miss Congeniality of
Congress.” In contrast, Obama seemed to
have a “fundamental difference” with just
about everything the senior-Senator from
Arizona had to say.

WWCBSNfiWS.COM

Contradiction was a key theme in this
debate with the candidates sparring over
a range of economic and foreign policy
issues. Both spewed out facts about the
other’s record, numbers about tax poli
cies, and spending budgets, but every
stated “fact” was challenged more often
than not by the other as incorrect. I
wouldn’t be able to count on my fingers
the number of times Barack Obama said,
“John, that’s simply not true.” Now we
know that politicians rarely lie, they sim
ply leave out or exaggerate certain facts
in order to make their argument sound
more appealing than that of their oppo
nents. But Obama and McCain are over
whelmingly guilty of spin in this first
debate. Obama continually stated that 95
percent of the American people will
receive a tax-cut under his new policies.
The real number is more like 80, and
only pertains to people who are married
with families. McCain greatly embel

lished his claim that the United States
pays over $700 billion for foreign oil to
hostile countries. The truth is that a sig
nificant amount of that oil is imported
from some of our closest allies: The
United Kingdom, Mexico, and Canada.
Also, the number is closer to $550 bil
lion. Obama questioned why the United
States was spending so much in Iraq
when the Iraqis have a $79 billion sur
plus. That number is not even close to the
$29.4 billion the Iraqi government actu
ally has in bank reserves.
When all is said and done, however,
the candidates’ fact sheets are not perti
nent, and for that matter neither are their
stances on the issues. Shocked by that
statement? You should be. Facts are not
what people remember from debates.
Debates, and to a large extent the presi
dential race as a whole, are about a can
didate’s personal qualities; his character,
likability, experience, temperament,
dependability, and even sense of humor.
Chances are if you were an Obama sup
porter on Friday night, you still were one
on Saturday morning. And if McCain
was your man going into the debate,
than he still is your guy coming out.
There was no clear winner in this first
contest, but there wasn’t a loser either.
The losers are those who are neutral on
the issues, but incredulous towards the
quality of the man himself. These are
ever-so-vital independents who will
have to wait a little longer to have their
questions answered.
The awe-inspiring inquiry simply
comes down to this: Who is more presi
dential? Who can convince the uncon
vinced? Will it be the eloquent, inexperi
enced Senator from Illinois, or the
straight-shooting, maverick Senator from
Arizona? No matter what the various
pundits say nor how many polls are con
ducted, this race is still very much up in
the air, and the past debate didn’t do any
thing to land America’s next president.

Chinese Government Has Done It Again
Andrew Sparks ’09
Commentary Staff

by

The people of China have once again
been betrayed by their government, a gov
ernment which consistently covers up pub
lic health hazards and suppresses popular
demands in order
to keep up appear
INTERNATIONAL
ances on the inter
national stage. In
the past, terrible food quality controls,
work-safety violations, and violent police
action have typified the underhanded and
irresponsible behavior of the Chinese gov
ernment. This time, however, the victims
are the most innocent and truly defenseless
citizens: newborns and infants.
One of the largest baby formula produc
ers in China, Sanlu, has been mixing an
industrial chemical into its milk powders
for several months now. As Reuters
reports, the chemical melamine was used
by Sanlu to make its products appear high
er in protein than they actually are. This
chemical is known to cause kidney stones
when ingested, and so far several infants
have died and 13,000 more are being
crowded into hospitals due to complica
tions caused by the toxic formula. This
same chemical was found in pet food
exported from China last year and caused
many deaths among pets in the United
States and other countries.
What is particularly horrifying about this
latest outbreak, however, is the fact that
infants have been hospitalized for months

due to contaminated formula, yet only now
have investigations begun after thousands
of concerned inquiries by parents. In fact,
overwhelming evidence linking wide
spread infant hospitalizations to the con
taminated formula reached government
officials as early as mid-July, but only
recently has the issue been leaked to the
press. Clearly the Chinese government
covered the story up for the duration of the
Olympic Games, so as not to cause the
widespread international outcry that would
inevitably follow. While the Chinese gov
ernment may have temporarily saved face,
thousands of children were being poisoned
because the general populace was not
aware of the contaminated formula.
This reactionary mode of operation is
nothing new for the single-party govern
ment. In the early 1990s, a cover-up of an
AIDS epidemic occurred in central
China, in 2003 the SARS outbreak was
quieted for as long as possible, and in
2004, 13 babies died from formula with
no nutritional value before the adminis
tration acted on the parents’ complaints.
While the central government blames
local officials as the cause of the prob
lems, it is clear that top-tier officials had
a hand to play in each of the cover-ups
listed. This is especially true in this latest
round concerning Sanlu, as Beijing’s
international prestige was at stake. In
fact, a popular rhyme confirms the party’s
concern about the Olympic Games,
roughly translated as “We worked real
hard for half a year, now we’re suddenly
back to before the Games were here.”

At this point, many speculate, the
Chinese government is largely uncon
cerned with communicating any health
concerns with the population. That is
because the Chinese people rightly believe
that the state-owned media tailors all the
information that reaches them. This gener
al disillusionment and wariness immediate
ly makes the average Chinese citizen mis
trustful of government action, which they
perceive to be an outward veneer that is
ultimately ineffective. The party instead is
concerned only with economic growth and
stifling political unrest. This motivation is
the fundamental drive that explains all the
terrible cover-ups in China’s recent history.
Thankfully, the international community
has demanded government action and
intervention in such cases, but even the
efficacy of the worldwide outcry is ques
tionable. In the case of the United States,
for instance, the national debt and growing
deficit is largely backed by Chinese corpo
rations and subject to Chinese interests.
The American government, therefore, car
ries no weight in terms of speaking out
against the Chinese government’s continu
al abuse of its citizens. Fortunately, howev
er, many other countries are acting as
watchdogs, scrutinizing every move and
misstep of the Chinese government. If the
party truly wishes to be seen as a modern
ized, effectual government, it must imme
diately cease its underhanded operations
and recognize the fact that transparency is
an absolute necessity. That is something
that no awe-inspiring opening ceremony or
sleek Olympic architecture can ever mask.
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Obama’s Running Mate:
More Harm Than Good
Mark Scirocco ’10
Commentary Staff

by

POLITICS
Barack Obama’s announcement of Joe
Biden as his vice-presidential nominee in
mid-August was praised as the turning
point for the Obama campaign. The
Delaware senator’s experience, rhetorical
skills, and “fighting” persona were said to
be just what Obama needed to take down
McCain in November. Biden’s tenure of
36 years in the Senate, during which he
has accumulated experience in foreign
policy, were to fill several key holes for
the Democratic ticket.
Thus far, however, Biden has been any
thing but a help to Obama.
Biden’s history in the Senate has been
a long and tumultuous one. In 1988,
Biden was forced to drop out of the pres
idential race after blatantly plagiarizing a
speech from British Labour Party Leader
Neil Kinnock. While Sarah Palin’s past
and private life has been covered ad nau
seam by the press, this outrageous por
tion of Biden’s career has gone virtually
unnoticed. In addition, Biden was a
major player in the vicious attacks made
upon both Clarence Thomas and Samuel
Alito during their judicial nomination
hearings. Many are questioning how a
36-year Washington insider qualifies as
the running mate to Obama, the candi
date of “change.”
Of interest most recently, however,
have been Biden’s numerous political
blunders on the campaign trail. Several of
his gaffes have been so blatant that even
the mainstream media has been unable to
ignore them.
Take for instance Biden’s recent com
ments on the Obama campaign’s stance
on using coal as an energy resource.
While speaking to a group of United
Mine Workers of America at a rally in
Virginia on Sept. 20, Biden claimed that
he and Obama would substantially invest
in clean coal technology. Biden said,
“You know we have enough coal in the
United States of America to meet our
needs domestically for the better part of
the next hundred to 200 years.” He con
tinued: “Imagine. . .what Barack and I
can do. . .investing $4 billion in coal
gasification. . .finding out how we can
burn the coal that you dig that can free us
from being dependent on foreign oil
countries and at the same time not ruin
the environment. . .”
Just three days later, Biden, this time in
Ohio, responded to an anti-pollution environ
mentalist’s question on coal by saying of
himself and Obama, “We’re not supporting
clean coal.” He continued, “No coal plants
here in America. Build them, if they’re going

to build them, over there [in China]. Make
them clean because they’re killing you!”
In another incident, during an interview
with CBS’s Katie Couric, Biden, while
discussing leadership during the financial
crisis, said, “When the stock market
crashed [in 1929], Franklin Roosevelt got
on the television and didn’t just talk about
the princes of greed. He said, ‘Look,
here’s what happened.’” Biden’s brilliant
point is hindered only by the fact that
FDR was not president in 1929 when the
market crashed, but took office in 1933
after winning the 1932 election. Herbert
Hoover was president in 1929. In addi
tion, television at the time was available
to few, if any, people.
Finally, at the same United Mine
Workers of America rally in Virginia
where he praised clean coal develop
ment, Biden tried to ease fears that
Obama is seeking to take away people’s
personal guns. Biden called the idea
bogus, claimed to be a gun owner him
self, and said, “Barack Obama ain’t tak
ing my shotguns, so don’t buy that
malarkey. If he tries to fool with my
Beretta, he’s got a problem.”
In addition to being comical, Biden’s
comments reveal a striking truth about the
Democratic Party. Both Obama and Biden,
in line with much of the left in
Washington, have an unfortunate habit of
speaking one way when in the presence of
certain groups, but in quite another behind
those same groups’ backs. For instance,
earlier in the campaign, Obama was
praiseworthy of rural Pennsylvanians
when speaking directly to them. While at a
rally in San Francisco on April 6, 2008,
however, he said of Pennsylvanian voters,
“It’s not surprising that they get bitter, they
cling to guns or religion. . .” Given that
Biden is originally from Pennsylvania, and
with his recent expression of love for his
Beretta, Obama must not have known that
one of these very same “bitter dingers”
would be his vice-presidential nominee.
In a similar fashion of talking behind
people’s backs, Biden spoke one way
about gun control to rural Virginians, but
in quite another way in front of a different
crowd. On July 23, 2007, at the
CNN/YouTube primary debate, Biden
said, “I’m the guy that originally wrote the
assault weapons ban.” Biden then went on
to question the mental stability of the gunowner who had asked a question on gun
regulation via YouTube.
Whether discussing guns, coal, or their
thoughts on small-town Americans, Biden
and Obama have displayed a fundamental
incapacity to be honest with the American
people. Such deceitful tactics are below
the office of president.
The Democratic Party should be more
careful with both its presidential and vicepresidential nominees so that they will not
again reveal what they actually believe.
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Newman's own Salad Dressing

“One for my homie.”

Tangents anil Tirades
Television’s artful destruction. As someone who is notoriously distrustful of techno
logical advances (I probably get it from my mother), 1 often find myself livid at the extent
to which television has indubitably invaded the minds of America. A fascinating novelty
in the 1950s, the tube has now become a culturally-entrenched villain. When I rail against
the negative effects of ‘Too Much TV’ in a public setting, or even in the company of close
friends, someone inevitably begins to blush and vigorously defend themselves and the
medium itself. Relax. It is most certainly not your fault, sweetie pie. Television attacked
the culture of which you are a part WITHOUT YOUR PERMISSION. I find that any
insidious aspect of watching TV is eliminated if viewed with a critical eye. I merely
oppose the drooling, gawking, spellbound fixation that characterizes so many of my eld
ers and peers when firmly plopped in front of the glowing screen. It is becoming tragical
ly common for folks to sacrifice their actual reality for the virtual reality of The Hills and
So You Think You Can Dance. Since we got pretty lucky with this whole “life” gig, the
least we can do is reciprocate.—Matt Miller ’09
Debate-induced drowsiness.
If you have been an avid reader of my column you are
aware that I am a huge politics geek. Because of that I was very excited to watch the first
presidential debate between Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) and Sen. Barack Obama (D-Ill.).
Unfortunately, I did not see the whole thing because I died of boredom. All right, that is
clearly a lie since I am writing this tangent, but c’mon. First off, neither of the candidates is
a particularly good debater. Second, they were just so boring. I mean, it’s hard to make the
economy sound interesting but with the current financial crisis, it should have been slightly
appealing. Even subjects as hot-button as the Iraq War were just not enough to get these two
to really go after each other. I would love if one of them had thrown a punch, I would vote
for whoever got the best hit in. And if they said the words “Wall Street/Main Street,”
“change,” “look,” or “my friends” one more time I was going to jump off the roof. I mean
if you were playing a drinking game and taking a shot whenever one of them said those
words you would be dead before the debate was half over. Next time, someone please throw
a “yo mama” in there so I can stay awake.—Andy Kowal ’10

Movies: Valuable Lessons
Learned From Classics
continued from page 13:

clear my only source of income and build a
baseball field in my com field, I would
build it. Because that’s what any rationallythinking person would do. My family might
want to put me in a straitjacket, but they’ll
see when Ray Liotta walks out of the com
and starts to throw knuckle balls to my
young son.
Finally, you find your city being attacked
by insane, maniacal dudes in clown masks.
You wouldn’t leave it to the authorities to
manage the situation. No. You would take
your worst fear and use that to your advan

tage. You would slowly stalk out the ring
leader of the crazy clown clan, and you
would finally, with the help of your friend,
Morgan Freeman, create a device that turned
everyone’s cell phone in Goth—I mean,
Providence—into a sonar locator! What a
hero. Everyone will love you.
And love you they should.
But I digress. In closing. Watch more
movies. Even the bad ones. And continually
ask yourself, “What would I do in that amaz
ingly realistic situation?”

Cowl Letters Policy
The Cowl welcomes guest commentaries and let
ters to the editor from all members of the
Providence College community, as well as outside
contributors.
All submissions must include the writer’s name,
signature, a phone number, and an e-mail address
where he or she can be reached. Articles will be
printed as space permits. Anyone whose letter is
given consideration for publication will be con
tacted by the Commentary editor to verify the
author and confirm the authenticity of the piece.
Letters should be no more than 250 words in
length. Guest commentaries should be limited to
700 words in length, and only one will be pub
lished per week. The Cowl editorial board and its
administrative supervisors reserve the right to edit
articles for space and clarity. If there is a portion
you specifically wish to remain unchanged, howev
er, please inform the editor-in-chief. Letters to the

editor are the opinions of the writer only and do
not reflect the viewpoint of The Cowl staff.
Submissions must be delivered, mailed, or faxed
to The Cowl office no later than 5:00 p.m. on the
Monday before publication. Mail submissions to
549 River Avenue, Providence, R.l. 02918, Slavin
Rm. G05; fax to 401-865-1202; submit online at
www.thecowl.com; e-mail to thecowl@providence.edu; or hand deliver to The Cowl Office in
Slavin G05. Ads can be sent to cowlads@providence.edu. Call 401-865-2214 with any questions.

Weekly Subscription Rate is $30.00 per year by
mail. Student subscription is included in tuition
fee. Correspondence can be mailed directly to:
The Cowl, 549 River Avenue, Providence,
R.I. 02918, Slavin G05.
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Sign of the Apocalypse #2857: Terror on the Telephone
by

Lindsay Wengloski ’10
Portfolio Staff

I’ve gotten in the nasty habit of lying to
semi-innocent people lately when I’m
annoyed. Take, for example, the lady who
answered the phone at a pizza place recent
ly. Now I’m sure she’s probaESSAY bly an all-around swell person,
but—and this is a big ‘but’—
she pushed me over the edge.
To start with, I was put on hold for a
grand total of fifteen minutes. Telephone
limbo is perfectly understandable when the
place is super busy and there just aren’t
enough people to do everything. But the
limbo I happened to be dumped into was
one where the lady taking orders was too
busy talking on her cell phone to her
boyfriend, who apparently was steadfastly
refusing to take out the trash back at the ol’
homestead, to bother with customers.
Wow, that was a run-on.
So after sitting there listening to this
woman tell Lazy Boyfriend to take out the
trash, “Or else!” for a few minutes, I hung
up and tried again. Same thing. And again.
Pizza Lady: Do you mind holding?
Me: Umm, that’s what I’ve been doing
for the past eight minutes already. So
yes—I do mind.
Pizza Lady: Please hold.
And then I died a little bit inside.
Eventually, after aging 20 years and
spiking up my blood pressure for a few
minutes, I placed an order. I waited the
allotted 30 minutes. And then I waited an
extra 15 minutes, because I’m nice. No
pizza. Cue the melancholy soundtrack. I
called to check the status report.
The Pizza Lady, who was either listen
ing to her Lazy Boyfriend still explain why
he can’t/won’t/is philosophically indis
posed to take out the trash, said that it was
en route. Groovy.

Another 15 minutes went by and there
was still no pizza.
Enter The Gratuitous Lie.
Me: Hi, I’m calling again to check up on
my pizza. It was supposed to be delivered
30 minutes ago, and I normally wouldn’t
care too much, but I have a very serious
medical condition.
Needless to say, the pizza arrived
promptly after that conversation.
Now I told you about that lie so you’d
understand this lie.
The other night, I was staying over in a
hotel, and there was a Very Noisy Group
of High School Folks parading around in
the hallway, banging on doors, throwing
things around in their rooms, etc.—typical
kiddie stuff. Being a geezer, and therefore
distinctively not a kiddie, I decided to call
the front desk after about an hour of their
noisy shenanigans.
Me: I’m on the third floor, and there’s a
bit of a noise issue up here.
Front Desk Guy: Yes, we’re aware.
There’s a group of high schoolers staying
on your floor tonight.
I figured that if pulling a medical excuse
worked for Pizza Lady then it could work
for Front Desk Guy. So I went for it.
Me: I understand. The only reason I’m
calling is because I have a sleep disorder
that causes me to hallucinate if I’m dis
turbed at all during the night.
Unfortunately for me, Front Desk Guy
was slightly more with it than the emotion
ally unstable Pizza Lady.
Front Desk Guy: Well, we can always
move you to another location.
Me: No, no, it’s fine. I guess I’ll just try
to sleep with my earplugs in.
Front Desk Guy: We really can move
you to another room.
At this point there was really nothing
that I could do other than cut and run. So I
declined his offer, thanked him for his sen

sitivity, and bid him good night. I hung up
the phone and sheepishly wondered where

my plan had gone wrong. Maybe that hallucination detail was a bit over the top?

The Workman
Bobby Bretz ’12
Portfolio Staff

by

He, the workman,
clad in the fashion of utility,
His wrinkled cover mocks itself with a caustic rictus
His face tells us that he is alive,
he knows pain and aspiration,
he does not understand love, women,
His eyes spin tales of endeavors imagined,
He wears the cosmetics of earth, of industry,
He looks ahead as he moves, down as he sits,
he does not look up.
On the bus he both sits and moves,
he looks down, he looks ahead,
He drops his mottled brow to the window and gazes out
and the world moves faster than he:
He is pulled through the void at hypersonic speeds
and misses the folly of heading in the opposite direction,
the folly of moving at all, the folly of standing still.
His wealth is time, is spent regardless of what he does.
His worth is grand and subtle, he is without pretense,
the lines of his expression chart our histories,
project our futures.
He knows this or he doesn’t,
he is numb because he feels so acutely.
He gets off at his stop or not and he walks,
he walks and he looks ahead.
He looks down the street, into the evening,
into the eyes of those he passes, into his home
where awaits his wife or child or no one.
He walks and he looks ahead.
He does not look up.

On the Other Side of the Fence
Kaly Thayer ’10
Portfolio Staff

by

The Show
by Nicole Amaral ’10
Asst. Portfolio Editor

The next blink takes might.
Pupils that have gone
long without a jacket.
Eyes fixed down,
chafed white eyes
that barely sigh.
Speak crazy once
Be doomed.
Floating over sanity,
absorb the folly of truth.
Be more than helpless.
Slight lips say more.

Bitter genius carries baggage
Nervous hiccups like
heartbeats no longer intact.
A deadbeat conversion to
getting carried away.
A perfect circle, bent.
A living rhythm is patience.
Nonsense words blasted
at a lively decibel.
Full stomach and empty head.
Feeling fancy-free.

I live off campus, in a nice place that my
friends and I work hard to maintain both
materially and emotionally. What I mean is
that it takes work to make the place both
look nice and feel nice. It’s the
ESSAY feeling nice Part that’s the
harder of the two, mostly in
that there’s more to making a
home than picking out the furniture and
trying to match the curtains with the walls,
which is much harder than it sounds.
The biggest problem we’ve had isn’t the
decor or the grocery schedule, the check
list of chores or even the monthly rent. No,
our biggest problem is that we’re farther
away from our guy friends in Fennell than
Harkins on a snowy day. Most of our
friends live on lower campus and can’t
find it in themselves to make it over to just
across the street from the priory much
more than once or twice a week. Though
we see each other in class, and occasional
ly in transit between classes, we don’t go
to Ray together, nor meander back to one
dorm or the other when the day is over.
Instead, when we walk out of classes, my
housemate and I usually go one way while
our friends go the other.
This sort of thing would normally lead
to a disillusionment of the darkest kind,
that which frequents the titles of
LiveJournal posts, Facebook statuses, AIM
away messages, and angry Twitter texts.
We would bemoan how shallow our
friends are for not spending time with us
now that we’re more than a five-minute
walk away, for forgetting about us because
we aren’t convenient or close any longer,
for socially moving on because they can’t
be bothered to remember that we’re here,
just on the other side of the fence. But that
hasn’t been the case.

This situation has more than changed
our taste in furniture and home cooking;
it’s forced us to be social. Friendships are
no longer the comfy, casual I’ll-hang-outwith-you-because-you’re-there kind of
relationships: They take effort, and time,
and even a little bit of planning (God for
bid!). When we have people over for
dinner or to watch TV, for a
movie night or someone’s
birthday, it isn’t a mess
of people jumbled into
someone’s
suite
munching on scav
enged Ray cookies,
but a group of
friends we care
about sitting on
our couches and
chairs or rugs, eat
ing a dinner we
worked hard to
cook,
enjoying
themselves in a
home we care about.
All of us have realized
that just like our house, our
relationships take time and
effort too.
More than friendships, I’ve noticed that
off-campus romantic relationships are dif
ferent as well. Two of my housemates have
been with someone within the last few
months, and one of them still is. It’s differ
ent when you can’t just call someone and
have him walk across the quad to be with
you, or meet in Ray, known to all as the
universal halfway point.
Instead, you invite him into your home,
to share the place you’ve taken the time to
make special for both your significant
other and yourself, and you enjoy your
selves together. Curl up on the couch and
cuddle while watching a movie, go to your
room and take a nap together, wake up in

the morning completely lacking the postparietals panic attack and get breakfast
before going to class for the day. It’s not
embarrassing to keep some of your signif
icant other’s things in your room, or come
home with them at two in the morning,
because it’s your house, your place, and no
one is going to reprimand you for
being in love at a time that
happens to be inconven
ient for them.
This change in the
way I look at rela
tionships
has
made them more
valuable.
It’s
much easier to
appreciate see
ing my best
friends over for
steak night or a
movie, or even
just to hang out,
because it does not
happen with the
common frequency it
did during freshman or
sophomore year.
Even the relationships I have
with the friends who’ve become my
housemates have changed, though we’ll all
tell you that there are times when we hate
each other. The cool thing is though, that
it’s the very home we share that keeps us
together: I might not like you right now,
but we’ve both decided to work at making
this place ours, and by extension the rela
tionship we have with each other. And
before either of us can verbalize any of
this, we’re close again.
So think about it, how much does the
home you make mean to you? If it’s really
a home, the answer is enough for you to
take a little time to appreciate the people
who make it so.
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Sand in My Pants, No Beer in My Hand
by Athena Fokaidis ’09
Portfolio Staff

I do not always subscribe to the notion
that an ice-cold brew(skie) ameliorates a
situation, but today may just be one of
them days. As I sit next to my parents
watching my two younger
brothers in the ocean at
ESSAY Misquamicut Beach, it occurs
to me that a beer might not be
so bad right about now. The
sky is blue-ish and my mood is good-ish.
That smell of salty water hangs in the air,
and no matter what I do, I cannot get those
37 or so granules of sand off my hand long
enough to scratch my nose. I look around
me and something is so right about this
mildly obscene sight.
A 60-something dame has coerced the
sand into conforming to the shape of her
voluptuous body, and when I sit up I can
see her double D’s fighting to keep their
ground in their leopard-printed, two-piece
home. They need some sort of settlement
from the recent divorce. She asks for a cig
arette from the man she married, whose
chest is roaringly hairy except for two
spots where he’s been rubbing. The result
ing pattern resembles two eyes creeping
out from a bush in the Amazon. These two
are oldies and goodies, but they are about
25 inches away and therefore 25 inches
from me experiencing some serenity.
Maybe a beverage wouldn’t be so bad
right now, but it would take some time
before I could boil the ocean water to get
rid of the salt, and that certainly wouldn’t
cut it anyways.. While I am still consider
ing just how distressed I am, something
happens to push me over the edge.
My 12-year-old brother emerges from
the water, cocks his head back, and spits on
my leg. Then, about 13 seconds later, my
10-year-old brother approaches me with a
ball of sand. He preciously practices his
baseball pitch on my spit-free leg and then
spreads the sand on my foot. I am serious
ly considering a colonic or a Corona. But
there’s a catch: If I walk up to the beach
bar, my 12-year-old looks might score me

a Kool-Aid. A bikini might help, but at
this point I’m wearing black athletic shorts
and a white t-shirt. This look could possi
bly bump me up to thirteen years old, but
always with the undertone of just having
been picked up from gymnastics.
Nevertheless, unaccompanied and of
age, I traipse over half-destroyed sand cas
tles and frost-tipped teenage boys, who’ve

is also perfectly willing to do so if the
opprotunity arises.
“How old are you, sweetheart?”
“21,” I answer. There are some strap
ping young lads behind me getting angry
because I am delaying their wishes to get
their drink on.
“Oh yeah? Can I see some ID?”
“Okay.”

state over to get trashy to the tune of your
watered down aqua-beer. Additionally, my
parents wanted to know what I looked like
wasted on a family trip, terrorizing the
entire beach off one drink.”
I decide, however, that it would be about
a 2.3 on the class scale. So instead I take
back my license from the snotty bartender,
and do what any respectable person in this

ATHENA FOKAIDIS ’09 / The Cowl

been working on that six-pack since they
were four, to the beverage vendor. I sizeup the guy behind the bar: a little young
with a hint of attitude. . . perfect. He gives
me that look, the look that nobody wants.
It’s the condescending glance of someone
who knows that he can give you hell, and

Mr. Barman smiles coyly, but I handle
myself coolly, since I am 21.
“And why are you coming all the way
from CT to get a drink?”
In my mind this is how the rest of the
conversation went: “You know what,
you’re right. I came all the way from a

predicament would. I toss a Snickers bar
into the off-limit parts of the ocean and
watched a pleasantly plump little boy run
after it with the parents and lifeguard not
far behind. With a crisis like this on their
hands, they would never think to look back
in the cooler they had left behind!

CO2-Induced Bubbles and
the Eternity of Music

Deep Peace
Katie Caliva ’10
Portfolio Editor

by

Thursday was a day of turmoil
confusion
chaos
riots in the wide boulevards of mind
barricades the in narrow alleys of heart
poor translations
mixed messages
dropped phone calls
Friday was a day of sorrow
contentment
sadness
understanding
pits in the stomach
calmness of spirit
honesty
contemplation
straight talking

Saturday was a day of peace with the self
the world
beauty and inspiration
liberation of soul
efficacy of pineal gland
reading
reflection
revelation
Saturday was the day that degree triumphed over mayhem
beatitude broke the cycle of melancholy

by Alex BetGeorge ’ll
Portfolio Staff

over some sparrow’s shrill whistle on
some March morning in the front yard,
continued perhaps by a doorbell’s ring for
A plastic bottle of sparkling water sits Easter some fortnight later, accompanied
on my windowsill, its bubbles rising in all the while by the bass of alternately
intermittent bursts, as the sallow head revving engines as automobiles climb the
lights from passing cars outside glide over neighborhood street’s hill. And sadly, we
their multitudinous concave
find the music of organized chaos not near
ESSAY convex hemispheres. A blaring ly as pleasing a perfection as a composed
horn initiates a marvelous noc melody were it possible for it to play for
turnal symphony.
ever. Composed music has a finite degree
[A song will end, leaving its listener in of perfection that is too extreme to leave
some pit of despondency (silence) at its the listener satisfied with the sporadic
conclusion. The structure of a tune’s elu melodies of eternity.
sive beat seeks to create the unattainable
Perhaps we might take comfort in how
degree of infinite perfection, unfurling an the greatest quality of infinite music lies in
oscillating beauty into someone’s ears only its source: some countless number of unin
to paralyze them with an illusional cloud tentional contributors. It might be you or I
of wholeness. This is the great duplicity of or the china plate that slipped from your
composed music: It fabricates an infinite fingertips only to shatter on the tiled floor.
existence of perfection, with conclusions Hence an ultimate beauty of the universe:
to all beginnings, made possible through We are all composers of this ubiquitous
the repetition of a static note pattern, but music via single notes that are sounded at
then ceases to sound.
serendipitous intervals.
Patience is the integral unit to apprecia
By intrinsic definition, the perfect
absolute of an immortal string of notes tion, if not toleration, of this music. If
cannot be attained intentionally by a mor acquired, patience in this one compartment
of life would yield a complete contentment
tal creator.
And so the song ends, leaving screech there. Any absolute happiness is so scarce
ing sounds that tear through the brain’s in a mortal lifespan, so in accordance with
gray matter, with no subsequent notes to Pascal’s line of reason, the only logical
harmonize their severity. Yet such a sound conclusion would be to condone one’s per
is one event in a world containing an inter sonal submission to this truth—regardless
minable number. If one were to listen to of whether one perceives this action as
many sounds at once, one could see that weak, a lessening of dignity, or a shrewd
they blend together. According to the law tactic reducing the divide between them
of eternity, an event or sound is bound to selves and the unattainable possession of
recur, creating in the space of random an absolute.
increments of time, an unpleasant, but con
Remember this as a divulged gateway to
cluded melody. But since eternity is near an ever-elusive happiness as you wan
defined as a boundless dimension of time, der blindly over roots, below branches, in
all possibilities inevitably occur, such that a vain attempt to forge some trail with no
a pleasant outcome will eventually result. destination in the un-navigable forest of
Thus, sequences of consonant notes sound your years. Patience, my friend.]
themselves to no end, producing the per
Between the spaces of my eyelashes, the
fect melody.
bubbles continue their ascent. The horn
As finite beings, we are not satisfied fades into silence as my mind passes into a
with the melodies of eternity, spanning dormant unconsciousness.
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The Exact Color of Your Eyes
Conor Leary ’ll
Portfolio Staff

by

“You’re my soul mate,” proclaimed the
young girl, who could not have been more
than eight years old, as the wind brushed
her sunflower-yellow dress and teased her
short, chestnut hair. A shiny
FICTION yellow ribbon held the strands
from her beautiful eyes and
her button nose. From afar, she
was a perfect little jewel and the scene she
began could warm even the coldest of
hearts. As the words left her lips, she
reached out and folded her fingers around
the hand of a young boy clearly her equal
in age. He did not pull away or shrink off
and throw a tantrum like any other boy his
age who faithfully believed any contact
with a girl would give him “cooties.” The
phase was universal. But the little boy
turned his chin towards the sky, his tawny
hair soft as it fluttered over his blinking
eyes, remaining only on the angelic face
before him. He stared and waited for fur
ther explanation as the little girl pulled his
hand into a swing, their fingers never
falling apart even as the breeze fought to
invade their embrace.
“What’s that mean, Chrissie?” The
question only brought an adorable smile to
the young girl’s face. Carnation pink filled
her cheeks and she beamed as she blushed,
showing her body’s reaction proudly,
revealing the purest velocity of her tiny,
but strong, heart.
“It means my hand and yours fit togeth
er the best.” She lifted her hand sitting in
his and turned his dirty knuckles over. His
hand clutched her white fingers like a bou
quet of frosted lilies, the embrace gentle,

Dear One. . .etc.:
(In the future, fol
low the solemnly
promulagated law of
advice columns and
choose a psuedonym
that can be easily
abbreviated.)
There’s a remark
ably corny joke that
my father loves in
which it is decided that the proper way to
break bad news to someone is to do so in
degrees. For example, if your brother’s cat
dies while you’re watching it you should
n’t call and say, “Hey, your cat’s dead.”
Instead you should ease him into the sad
tidings. “Hey, your cat is on the roof,” is a
better opening.
So, you have a laptop that’s broken in
half. What you don’t do is call your parents
and say, “My laptop is currently in two
halves.” Try something more ambiguous,
though no less true.
“I had to write my paper in the library
today since my computer isn’t working
right now. . .Yeah, I know that it’s brand
new, I think there might be something
wrong with the motherboard...”
Your parental unit doesn’t need to know
that the problem with your motherboard is
that it’s been snapped in two. Instead, just
assure your parents that you will take the
computer to get checked out.
And really get it checked out, too (we’re
being honest, remember). Of course you’ll
get laughed at when you produce the man
gled carcass of what was once a top-of-theline computer, but this will allow you to
continue your charade.
“Yeah, Mom, I brought it in, but the guy
at the computer place said that there’s no
hope of fixing it.”
And so you’ve told your parents the
truth, and avoided certain death.
...Or you could be honest and just hope
that whatever story led to the destruction
of the laptop is fanny enough that your
parents will forgive you and move on.

as if he feared crumbling the precious
metaphor. There were no spaces between
their fingers, every crevice was filled with
the blushing of youthful skin.
“And because we can stare into each
other’s eyes the longest without blinking.”
He looked up from their tangled fingers
and found her eyes much closer than they
had been, their noses nearly touching. He
tripped backward in his surprise, but
Chrissie was there, her grip tightening to
protect him. He delicately stepped very
near to her, their noses touching faintly; to
stare the best he could into her eyes.
They stood very still and their eyelids
hardened as they strained effortlessly
towards the longest staring contest that the
world would ever know.
“And because I can name the exact color
of your eyes and you can name mine.
Fishbowl blue!”
She brought her hand up to his face and
brushed her fingertip near his bright blue
eyes. They were brighter than any other
eyes she’d seen, mixed with a gloss of
green color. They reminded her of the fish
tank in her living room that her father
filled with beautiful fish. But she was
always more amazed by the water, its blue
so different from the bathtub’s but the per
fect match to his eyes. The slightest hint of
green was the algae her dad called his
“nemesis,” a word Chrissie did not under
stand. She liked the green goop that
formed on the glass though because it was
in his eyes.
“Chocolate pie with extra frosting
brown,” he said of her eyes.
The little boy smiled as he touched the
blush of her cheek, his finger cool. It tick
led. It seemed to shake the earth when the

little girl stole her hand out of its perfect
mold, the little boy shifting slightly to
maintain balance. He stiffened when
Chrissie touched her hand to his heart. She
leaned towards her palm laying flat on his
chest so she could hear every thump.
“And because my heart thumps right
after yours. Thump, thump!”
She tapped his chest with her fingers the
second time she spoke, just as his heart
thumped. He could tell her heart thumped
before his. He always seemed to be follow

ing her. He followed her on their imagi
nary adventures to protect her. He fol
lowed her through life to be close to her.
“Thump, thump! Your heart follows
mine.” She tapped before standing up
straight and taking his hand. It fell once
again into the careless swing, her fingers
attaching easily to his like two halves of
the same heart.
“We’re soul mates, Nate, because when
I breathe, I can hear your voice telling me
to breathe again.”

the showers
by Alex Donnelly III
Portfolio Staff

’09

An odor of legend rests at an imperceptible height.
Held up so by the arm of time.
It sometimes drizzles, trickles down,
outside the city’s locked gate.
I One Day See Myself:
standing there
separate
external
soaking the mist

For Now:
I cling
I lean
I wait for the door to open

This Week...
Escaping Fillicide

Dear Tiffany and Earl,
What do you do when you have to tell your parents you've done
something stupid? (And I mean, really stupid.) I For reasons that are
probably best left unsaid, my brand spankin' new laptop is currently in
two halves. I'm dead, dead, dead. What should I do—break it to them
gently, lie through my teeth, straight up confess, or something else?
Please help!

—One Who is Rapidly Approaching Death

Write to Tiffany and Earl!
AskTiffanyEarl@yahoo. com

First of all, I can
only imagine how this
could have happened.
I'm sitting here think
ing of possible sce
narios in which a
computer could be
unwittingly split in
half. I am going to
assume that it had
something to do with
drunken conduct—
perhaps the Jaws of Life and drunken con
duct. I wouldn't put it past anyone here.
During my second sophomore year a kid who
lived down the hall from me urinated on his
roommate's computer thinking it was one of
those fun Japanese toilets. Last year, my albi
no roommate gargled half of a bottle of
Schnapps and tried to free his computer into
the wild, like a dove, off our third story bal
cony. It was magical (in a pathetic handi
capped sort of way) until the HP fell to earth
and dripped some kind of bionic liquid all
over the sidewalk.
Regardless of how you broke your liveli
hood there is only one quick fix to this prob
lem. First, enlist the help of one Dr. Tad
Bowell (he has a time machine and a sheep
dog, though the dog's name is Newton, not
Einstein). Go back in time to when your par
ents were in high school and get your mother
to fall in love with you by saving your father
from getting hit by a car. (Note: You may
want to learn how to play Johnny B. Goode
for this next part.)
Then, try to get them back together at their
school dance by getting locked in a trunk and
then playing with the band thereby forcing
your dad to stick up for himself against the
school bully. When they thank you as you are
hurrying for your last chance to escape 1955
just ask, "Hey guys, when your son breaks
that computer you got him in half by fighting
it against a Roomba in an Aderol and meadinduced stupor . . . can you take it easy on
him?" They'll say, “(expletive deleted) yeah,
we can do that! You know what, we'll even
get him a new one. Heck, we'll get him three
new ones because we’re going to write a sick
science fiction novel and make bank.”

EARL

Roving Photographer
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What is your favorite late-night
treat?

“John Haslinger.”
Justin Baer ’10, Ben Wager ’10

“It would have to be Golden Crust!”
Jordan LeBlanc ’09

“Nachos with jalapenos, shredded cheese, and salsa. Baked.”
Courtney Silva ’09, Beth Mensi ’09

“Pizza, Nachos, anything from Ya Mothers, and definitely
Cheez-its. ..Delicious! ”
Gina Valente ’ll

“Definitely Gushers.”
Pete Hedburg ’ll, Greg Tirrell ’ll

“A really good piece of
chocolate cake...Yum!”
-An average twelve year-old

Sports
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Friars Scoreboard
Scores — Standings — Statistics — Schedules — Standouts

Standouts

Kelly Petterson

Ashlyn Hudson

Women’s Soccer
Senior-—Massapequa, N.Y.

Women’s Field Hockey
Sophomore—Stoughton, Mass.

Petterson’s goal against Marquette established an
early lead, and proved to be enough to earn a tie
for the Friars.

Hudson notched the game-winning goal in double
overtime to secure a Providence victory over non
conference foe No. 13 Boston College.

Scores
Thursday, 9/25
Women’s Soccer vs. Marquette

Schedules
T, 1-1 (2 OT)

Friday, 9/26
Men’s Soccer at Syracuse
Women’s Field Hockey vs. Syracuse

L, 3-0
L, 4-2

Sunday, 9/28
Men’s Soccer at St. John’s
Women’s Soccer at USF
Field Hockey vs. Maine

L, 1-0
L, 2-0
W, 6-3

Wednesday, 10/1
Women’s Tennis at Rhode Island
Volleyball vs. Farleigh Dickinson
Field Hockey vs. Boston College

L, 7-0
L, 3-0
W, 2-1 (2 OT)

Friday, 10/3
Women’s Soccer at Cincinnati
Women’s Cross Country at Notre Dame Invite
Men’s Cross Country at Notre Dame Invite
Women’s Volleyball at SIU-Edwardsville
Women’s Ice Hockey at Ohio State

7:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Saturday, 10/4
Men’s Soccer at Seton Hall
Women’s Volleyball at Quinnipiac, at Chicago
Women’s Field Hockey at Villanova
Women’s Ice Hockey vs. Ohio State

7:00 p.m.
12:00, 3:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.

Sunday, 10/5
Women’s Soccer at Louisville
Women’s Field Hockey at Princeton

1:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.

Tuesday, 10/7
Women’s Volleyball at Sacred Heart

7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, 10/8
Men’s Soccer vs. Connecticut

3:00 p.m.

Standings
Men’s Big East Soccer Blue (10/1)

Team
Notre Dame
Connecticut
Georgetown
West Virginia
Providence
Marquette
Pittsburgh
Seton Hall

Big East
L
w

Big East Field Hockey Standings (10/1)

I

Overall
w
L
I

3
3
2
1

1
1
2
1

1
0
1
2

6
5
7
2

3
1
2
4

1
3
1
3

1

3

1

3

3

3

1
1
1

3
3
3

1
0
0

2
5
5

3
4
5

3
1
0

Team

Big East
W
L

Overall
L
w

Syracuse
Villanova
Connecticut
Rutgers
Louisville
Georgetown

2
1
1
1
1
0

0
0
1
1
1
1

Providence

0

2

11
9
9
9
5
0
7

0

1
1
1
4
10

4
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Ricciardi:

In Training: Thoughts on
Marathon Preparation

Setting the
Tone for Friars

Editor’s Note: Dan O’Brien ’09 and J.T. Scanlan, Ph.D.,

continued from back page

associate professor of English are both training for the United
States Marine Corps Marathon in Washington, D. C, at the end
of October. They will be sharing their thoughts on what it is
like to train for and run a marathon in this weekly feature.
COURTESY OF GOOGLE IMAGES

The Professor

The Student

by J.T. Scanlan
by Dan O’Brien ’09
Guest Columnist
Guest Columnist
When I returned from Philadelphia, I “cadences” I’ve learned over the years.
On Sunday, Sept. 28, Haile Gebrselassie
immediately, and vaingloriously, posi HOOO-yah!! It’s strange: the rhythmical
(ETH) set a new world record in the
tioned my medal (all finishers received chanting does keep you going.
marathon with a 2:03:59 performance in
one) in a prominent place in my house. I
Why not watch A Few Good Men again, the Berlin Marathon. The elite runners
thought it might serve as a gently comic not so much for the great courtroom scene
who lineup behind the start line at these
assertion of my surprising athletic prowess in which the young, privileged, and cocky
marathons have one goal in mind: win; my
as I slouch into middle age.
lawyer tricks the anachronistic old-timer
goal: stay alive.
But it’s having an unexpected, and per into saying what he really thinks, but for
I realize that this statement may sound
haps dangerous, effect. It’s seduced me those many uplifting scenes in which
extreme but it is the honest truth. Dr.
into believing that I can afford to take a Lance Corporal Harold Dawson adheres to
Scanlan and I were talking about the
few days off. And with the Marine Corps the ideals he signed on to support?
upcoming
Marine Corps Marathon the
Marathon only four weeks away, “resting”
I even watched the opening of An
other day and we discussed that every year
too long might not be a very good idea.
Officer and a Gentleman, for which Louis
In the afterglow of the Philly run, I con Gossett, Jr. won an Academy Award as an there is someone who falls victim to the
fidently took a few days off, and, finding unrelenting Gunnery Sergeant who tries to 26.2 mile journey. A few years ago a run
myself ravenously hungry, preferred con teach sloppy officer candidates a little ner died in Washington, earlier this year
suming ample helpings of pasta to suiting something about character and discipline. Olympic hopeful Ryan Shay died during
up yet again for late-aftemoon 5-milers. This flick had special possibilities for me, the Olympic Trials, and the fatality from
the 2007 Chicago Marathon made national
Those big baguette sandwiches at Slavin too: one of my good friends in Cambridge
news. Despite these reports, over 100,000
had even more appeal than usual for me, is dating Louis Gossett Jr., and perhaps
people will take their places behind the
too, especially when garnished with a few when next my wife and I get together with
starting line this fall to journey through
bags of chips.
them, I can somehow convince Louis to
various cities in the US and Europe.
I’ll get in a long run on Sunday, I take me out to a track somewhere and
I bring up the possible dangers in
rationalized. Prepping for my long reprise his role with me. He’s in great
marathons
not to discourage anyone, but
Sunday run, I spent last Saturday after shape still, by the way.
rather
because
while reading the article
noon concocting a Brobdingnagian salad
And I’ll probably soon re-read Making
to go with my standard deep dish of pasta. the Corps, Thomas Ricks’s superb book on about Gebrselassie’s new record I began to
I can’t remember ever having so much the actual training Marines undergo in our recall a few stories from the Philadelphia
half marathon. There were quite a few
fun carbo-re-loading.
post-Vietnam War era.
elite runners in Philly last weekend and I
The weather on Sunday morning
Indeed, the United States Marine remember hearing their times and being
resembled the weather predicted for my Corps Marathon will be entirely unlike
amazed at both the physical and mental
Block Island Run—a tropical storm. By the Philadelphia Distance Run. People
perseverance that these athletes possess.
mid-morning, the streets were flooded. won’t be wearing goofy t-shirts in this
While many runners experienced success
“What if I slip on those wet leaves,” I race. Instead, many will wear t-shirts
last
weekend, there were a handful of run
mused. By late morning, I was sitting in depicting formal military pictures of
ners
that “hit the wall” and could not con
my chair, reading.
young Marines, under which I’ll read
tinue
on any more. I remember around the
By the end of the day, I could tell I was such dates as “1980-2006.”
becoming sluggish, both physically and
Former Governor Huckabee had it right 11-mile marker a man abruptly stopped
mentally. My college workload and writ after he ran the Marine Corps Marathon running, walked off the road, sat down in
the grass, and began to unlace his shoes—
ing schedule would intensify during the (and lost over 100 pounds in training for
keep in mind that in just over 2 miles the
week, I knew, and by late Sunday—-the it): “The inspiration of having all those
race is over. I felt horrible because he
time at which academic melancholy typi Marines around the route, starting at
clearly had done all of the training runs but
cally sets in—I realized I’d finished only a Arlington National Cemetery, realizing the
mentally he had checked out of the race
half marathon.
The Marine Corps incredible sacrifices people have made so and couldn’t continue.
Marathon would be no jaunt through beau that I could run through the streets of
To be honest, I am mentally exhausted
tiful Fairmont Park. I was a bit scared.
Washington. ... It was incredible. I could from running; after 5 months of training I
Monday morning, I rose at 5:30 and n’t give up.”
am ready for the day to finally come. It’s
immediately put on an old Marine
Many members of my own family are not that I am beginning to hate running,
Marathon shirt and zipped through a 7- buried in Arlington. How can I not be up
miler. I actually chanted a few of the tomorrow at 5:30, regardless of the weather? but I am becoming bored with the every
day training runs that never seem to end.
The only thing separating myself from the
Marine Corps Marathon are four more
weeks, weeks that usually involve cutting
back mileage in an attempt to preserve the
muscles in your legs. Most runners begin
what is called a taper period in which they
decrease mileage so that on race day they
are fresh. At this point due to nagging
injuries and the weather that has forced me
to take days off, I am not going to cut back
my mileage too much because I still have
about 3 more weeks of long distance runs.
Hopefully the nice weather will revive
some sense of accomplishment as I run
through the streets of Providence. If not,
no big deal. I guess 4 weeks isn’t too long
after all.

Winter Sports Dates to
Remember:

October 17: Late Night Madness
October 17: Men’s Hockey vs. N’Eastem
October 18: Swimming vs. Lehigh
October 25: Women’s Hockey vs. BC
October 25: Providence Fan Fest
November 1: Men’s Basketball vs.
Ottawa
November 13: Women’s Basketball vs.
Hartford

“We had the upper hand,” said
Ricciardi of the overtime periods against
Marquette. “We were down their throats
the entire time.”
“She understands that she must take her
play to a higher level to respond to the
competition,” said McGirr.

For up-to-the-minute
news on Friar sports, visit

www.TheCowl.com

courtesy of sports info

Kelly Petterson scored the Friars’ lone
goal against Marquette on Thursday,
Sept. 25.

“It’s hard,” said Ricciardi, “but I take it
as a compliment. It means that I have to be
unpredictable as a player and show up with
something new every time. You just have
to find ways around it.”
This will prove to be a challenge as the
season continues and the Friars will seek
to win as many of their remaining Big
East games as possible, to ensure a good
seeding when the times comes.
Providence returns to the field on Friday,
Oct. 3, at Cincinnati.

Soccer: Next
Eight Games
Crucial to
Big East Bid
continued from back page

game for a total of three for the week. And
although they did not find their way in for
the score, Maduro’s on-field leadership and
intensity have set the tone for the Friars.
“[Maduro] has the most experience,
and he has worked hard,” said Daley. “He
has played well in every game and been
very consistent, but we need him to bring
his leadership to another level if we want
to succeed.”
Any Friar fan who has seen Maduro &
Co. in action at Glay Field can be assured
that the enthusiasm that they bring to the
field daily will surely be the key to the
Friars’ success.
Providence returns to action on Saturday,
Oct. 4 at Seton Hall for the final game of
their three-game road trip. They will then
return to Glay Field for a three-game home
stand over the course of one week.

Sports
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Here’s to Your Health:
Tips for Keeping Active
by Casey Reutemann ’09
Sports Staff

Be on the lookout
next week for the
Eighth Annual Winter
Sports Preview.
In this year’s Preview.
- The “Keno Era” of Providence
Basketball
- High hopes for the Men’s
Hockey Team
- The Women’s Hockey Team
begins its quest for a
Hockey East Title.
- The Swim Team looks to build
off of last ye
✓ ar in Coach
O’Neill’s second season.
- The Women’s Basketball Team
returns five seniors.

Who decided that official evaluation
personal levels of physical fitness ended
with the days of pumpkin runs and hall
passes? It is unfortunate that as adoles
cents, our fitness levels
HEALTH & and health are in the foreFITNESS front of everyone else’s
minds (parents, gym teach
ers, etc.) yet when we
reach the age that it really matters we are
expected to know, and care, how to keep
ourselves healthy. Like many, I was
thrilled upon completing the last ever
“beep test” during my senior year of high
school. I even did a victory lap. Looking
back, however, I’m disappointed that no
one bothered to mention to me that no one
holds your hand and guides you towards
the path of physical fitness in the real
world. Not Fair.
I get it; it’s hard to get motivated to get
up and get moving. I also know that it is
nearly impossible to be inspired to do
something you don’t completely under
stand. Although no one can ever totally fill
the shabby Reeboks of your gum-chomping, wind-suit-clad high school gym
coach, I’ll settle for a close second as I
attempt to refresh your memory.
On the most basic level, there are four
components of fitness to consider when
making choices regarding your lifestyle,
your workouts, and your treatment of your
body. In addition to providing you with
mind-numbing textbook jargon, I’ve
included some suggestions for each compo
nent to help you get a better idea of where
you are and where you should want to be.
Cardiorespiratory Fitness: Involves
the body’s effectiveness in taking in, trans
porting, and moving oxygen, especially in
regard to the capacity of the heart and
lungs during movement. To maintain a
healthy level of fitness, you should aim for
20-60 minutes of sustained or interval car
dio three to five days a week.
Get Creative! While traditional forms
of cardio, like running, walking, elliptical
machines, swimming, and cycling are all
great—it’s important to find something
that you enjoy. If you love to play soccer,
then get your cardio workout during a
pick-up game with your friends. Hate the
gym? Get in gear outside and enjoy the
fall foliage while you break a sweat. It
doesn’t matter what you do or where you
do it, as long as you make a conscious
effort to get moving!
Muscular Strength and Muscular
Endurance: Though separate entities,

these concepts go hand in hand. Muscular
strength refers to the maximum amount of
weight that can be lifted at one time by a
muscle group. Muscular endurance has to
do with a muscle group’s ability to lift
smaller weight for more reps and/or hold
a fixed contraction for a sustained period
of time. It is recommended that you spend
20-60 minutes two to three days per week
for each major muscle group (arms,
shoulders, chest, abs, back, hips, and
legs). Weight training, use of resistance
tubes, and group exercise classes are all
effective ways to add weight-bearing
activity to your routine.
Flexibility: Often overlooked, flexibili
ty is crucial to a healthy body. It is evalu
ated by the limberness and range of motion
of the joints. Good flexibility not only
leads to a reduction of muscle tension and
better workouts, but also prevents muscle
injury. You should spend time two to three
days each week stretching each major
muscle group to the point of tension; hold
ing each stretch for 10-30 seconds and
repeating two to three times. If you have
trouble setting time aside on your own, try
a Yoga or Pilates class! For those not too
keen on the group fitness scene, take a
stretch-break from schoolwork every halfhour. If you stick to it, you will have
worked each muscle group and finished
that paper/Civ reading/bio lab.
Body Composition: This refers to the
overall structure of the body in terms of
fat, fluid, muscle tissue, and bone. Any
attempt to alter body composition is usu
ally achieved through a change in the
aforementioned components. For exam
ple, cardiovascular exercise reduces the
levels of fat in the body and therefore can
be seen as a method to modify your
body’s composition.
A little tedious, maybe, but by re-introducing you to these concepts I hope that
you will have more determination to main
tain an active lifestyle and appreciate the
amazing way your body allows you to do
so. So the next time you head outside for a
run or hop on the stationary bike, don’t just
zone out for 30 minutes. Take a moment to
recognize that by making that choice you
are positively impacting your own wellbe
ing (then zone out for 28 minutes, if you
must). It should make you feel “all grown
up” to know not just that you are making
healthy choices, but why you are making
them and how to keep yourself motivated to
stay on that path. After all, it doesn’t happen
often but beep tests, chin up contests, and
sit-and-reaches do spontaneously pop up in
different ways, shapes, and forms, even in
the real world. It’s best to be prepared!

Volleyball Loses Match against Farleigh
Dickinson, Drops to 8-9
by John Butler ’ll
Sports Editor

The Providence College Volleyball
Team dropped to 8-9 on the season on
Wednesday, Oct. 1 as the Friars lost to
Farleigh Dickinson in three sets with
scores of 25-23, 25-11, and 25-20.
The Providence offense played as well
as if not better than Farleigh Dickinson,
particularly in the first and third matches,
but was unable to notch a win. The offense
was led by freshman outside hitter Chelsey
Thompson with three kills, three digs, and
two service aces.
Senior middle blocker Jeanette Toney
also had a good showing in her second
consecutive double-double, recording 12
kills and 11 digs. Toney presently has 159
kills and 73 digs on the season. She is sec
ond on the team in kills and first in blocks.
The defense was led by senior libero
Kelly Krahenbuhl, whose efforts secured
her fifth consecutive game with double
digit totals. Krahenbuhl has a team-leading
3.57 digs per game.
The Friars return to action in Chicago,
Ill. at the Cougar Invitational on Friday,
Oct. 3, and Saturday, Oct. 4. Providence

A recap of the week
in Providence sports
Providence Tennis Drops Match to
Rhode Island, Defeats Holy Cross

Katie Hogan ’09/ The Cowl

Senior Jeanette Toney put forth a fine performance at middle blocker in the
Friars’ loss to Farleigh Dickinson on Wednesday, Oct. 1.
will square off against Southern IllinoisEdwardsville, Quinnipiac, and Chicago
State. This will be the Friars’ final tourna

ment appearance of the regular season.
The Friars will look to move above .500 on
the season.

The Providence College Tennis Team
was swept by the University of Rhode
Island on Wednesday, Oct. 1, in
Kingston. R.I. With the loss, the Friars
drop to 2-2 on the Fall season.
The team was not able to gamer a win,
in spite of spirited play by each of the
Friars.
The doubles team of junior Jenn
Cusack and senior Meghan Gilroy came
the closest to earning a win, but the Rams
defeated the tandem 8-4.
Providence defeated Holy Cross at
home on Tuesday, Sept. 23, at home.
Cusack and senior Ashley Rissolo earned
singles victories in the win.
The Friars return to actio on Saturday,
Oct. 11 at the New England
Championshps.
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Remember, Cowl readers ... we want to
hear from you! Just e-mail your questions
either about PC sports or sports in general to
cowlsports@gmail.com, and we’ll do our
best to answer them—and stir up a little
debate if we can!

Thanks,
The Cowl Sports Staff

Which early season division leader in the NFL has the bet shot at
winning a conference crown?
“Defense wins championships.” We’ve
heard this old adage before and it has
become the blueprint for many Super
Bowl teams. The Giants won with it last
year, and the year before, the Bears’
defense carried an inept offense into the
title game. This year I see the Tennessee
Titans’ defense leading the team to Super
Bowl XLI in Arizona. Currently the Titans
find themselves in a very problematic
AFC. The Patriots are without Tom Brady,
the Colts look old, the Steelers cannot
block for Big Ben, and the Chargers are
not the same defensively without Shawn
Merriman. Sure there have been the early
season surprises like the Buffalo Bills and
the Denver Broncos, but neither team
comes without question marks. What we
do know is the Titans defense ranks in the
top ten in all major defensive statistical
categories, but more strikingly, they are
only allowing 11.5 points per game.
It’s still early, but I see parallels
between this Titans team and the
Baltimore Ravens team that won Super
Bowl XXXV. The Ravens were also led by
with a stellar defense that was comple
mented with a run-oriented offense man
aged by a veteran quarterback. The Titans’
defense isn’t as great. However, a slight
advantage these Titans have over the
Ravens team is their coach, Jeff Fisher,
and quarterback, Kerry Collins, have
already played in past Super Bowls. The
experience of having been there is incred
ibly important come playoff time. Coach
Fisher knows his team’s strengths. He will
ask Kerry Collins to convert a few first
downs and not commit any turnovers. His
defense and running game will carry the
team and they will be enough to get them
into Super Bowl XLI.
- Chris Crawford ’10

In spite of the week-to-week parity that
is saturating the National Football League
several teams have established themselves
as early contenders for division titles. Led
by a daunting defense which leads the
league in takeaways, the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers find themselves tied atop the
NFC South with Carolina and poised to
secure back to back division crowns.
The thunder and lightning backfield
combination of Earnest Graham and
Warrick Dunn has opened up opposing
defenses and virtually eliminated the
option of pass rushing the Tampa offensive
line. An absence of defensive pressure
from other teams has allowed QB Brian
Griese to utilize his veteran core of
receivers including Joey Galloway, Ike
Hilliard, and Antonio Bryant. This offen
sive threat for the Bucs will be enough to
out duel the co-division leading Panthers
who lack tremendous offensive firepower.
On the other side of the ball for Tampa Bay
stands a hard nosed defense that over the
past few years has consistently been
ranked in the top third in the NFL. This
year is no exception with a defensive front
line that held the NFL’s leading rusher,
Atlanta’s Michael Turner, to just 42 yards
on 14 carries in week 2.
The Bucs also have exceptional leadership
at the head coach position with Jon Gruden.
Gruden is a model of head coaching profi
ciency, leading teams to the playoffs in five
out of his ten seasons in the NFL, including a
victory with Tampa Bay in Super Bowl
XXXVII. The remaining twelve opponents
for the Bucs have a combined 22-24 record,
and a 10-6 finish will be enough to assure
them NFC South supremacy.

-Anthony Valentino ’09

Men s and Women’s Cross
Country Ranked Nationally
Friar Women ranked 13th; Men
ranked 19th
The Providence College Cross Country
Men’s and Women’s teams have continued
their legacy as two of the top teams in the
country. According to the latest USTFCCCA Division 1 Polls, they are ranked
among the top-20 in the nation. The
women’s team is ranked 13th in the nation
with a total of 203 points. The men’s team
stands strong at 19th with 160 points.
Oregon tops the men’s poll with 360
points, followed by Oklahoma State (346),
Colorado (326), Iona College (301), and
Alabama (300). Oregon is also ranked No.
1 in the women’s poll with 359 points.
Washington is second (345), followed by
Florida State (337), Minnesota (317), and
Stanford (309).
The Providence Men’s and Women’s
Cross Country Teams will return to action
this weekend in one of the nation’s oldest
and largest intercollegiate cross country
meets, the Notre Dame Invitational, in
South Bend, Ind. A total of 60 schools will
be sending teams to the meet, 19 of which
are currently ranked in the top 30 of the U.S.
- Mollie Quinn ’09

COUTESY OF SPORTS INFO

Senior Katie DiCamillo has contributed
to the Friars’ success this season.
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LIVE BETTER
in Apartments from
WWW.PROVIDENCE
PLACES.COM
Many 3 -12 bed recently
renovated apartments and
full houses available.
Houses on Oakland,
Pembroke, Eaton, Pinehurst,
and Tyndall.
Most have new Bathrooms,
new Kitchens, shiny
Hardwood floors,
Parking and Laundry.
Many also have phone,
cable, and high speed
internet connections in
every room.
Check out pictures on our
web site ar call

401-952-0966

Spring Break
2009
Sell Trips, Earn Cash and
Go Free.
Call for Group Discounts.
Best Prices Guaranteed!
Best Parties!
Jamaica, Cancun,
Acapulco,
Bahamas, S. Padre,
Florida.
For More Information or
Reservations, contact:

1-800-648-4849
or

www. ststravel. com.

SpOrts
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Providence Has Up and Down Week at Home
by

Mollie Quinn ’09
Sports Editor

Facing the number two team in the
country could easily cause a team to
become intimidated or fearful. However,
on Friday, Sept. 26, the Providence
College Field Hockey Team
FIELD demonstrated
otherwise
HOCKEY when they faced up against
Syracuse University.
“The team gets heated up for big
games,” said Assistant Head Coach Tina
Cormier. “Syracuse has been the talk of the
country after upsetting the number one
ranked team, Maryland. We’re not used to
playing such high-ranked teams, so we
were ready to play and make it a memory.”
Despite losing 4-2 to Syracuse, the
Friars gave the Orange trouble throughout
the contest. Even though the game does
not earn Providence another win for their
record, just knowing that they can compete
at the highest level is notable. “Even
though they were ranked number two we
were still able to successfully limit our
mistakes and capitalize on opportunities.”
Syracuse hopped on the scoreboard first
just 11 minutes into the contest with a goal
off a penalty comer. For the next 20 min
utes Providence worked hard to respond to
this goal. At the 31:11 mark, junior Nellie
Poulin scored a goal to tie the score 1-1.
Poulin’s fourth goal of the season was off
a pass fed from sophomore Jamie Lipski
on a give and go.
Unfortunately, the Orange was able to
break the Friar’s momentum in the closing

Junior Nellie Poulin scored the Friars’ two goals against No. 2 Syracuse on
Friday, Sept. 26. She notched another two goals in the Friars’ victory over Maine
on Sunday, Sept. 28.

seconds of the first half. Syracuse was
awarded a penalty comer with 28 seconds
remaining on the clock. The initial shot
from the corner was saved by junior goal
keeper Rachel Chamberlain. But Syracuse
was able to collect the rebound off the pads
and slipped the ball into the back of the
cage with two seconds remaining for a 21 lead.
The determined Friars would answer
to tie the game 2-2 just 3:53 into the sec
ond half as Poulin scored on a deflection

off an initial shot taken by sophomore
Julie Ruggieri.
Syracuse then slipped by PC’s defense
twice. These two unanswered goals came
at 40:34 and 52:21. The score remained 42 as the final buzzer sounded.
On Sunday, Sept. 28, the Friars got a
chance to redeem themselves as they
defeated Maine 6-3.
“ft was tough coming off such an emo
tional loss, but we really wanted to win
against Maine,” said Cormier. “Our goal

going into the game was to get at least two
scoring opportunities in the first few min
utes of play.”
The Friars did just that. In the first 6:16
minutes of play Providence led the game
at 2-0. Poulin got things going with a tipin off an initial shot taken by sophomore
Kelly Grogan at 1:54. Then at 6:16 Lipski
tipped in a pass from sophomore Ashlyn
Hudson.
Maine was quick to respond, as they
were able to put the ball in the back of the
cage just 58 seconds later. The Firars con
tinued to battle back and forth with the
Black Bears.
“Maine is a very scrappy team. They do
not give up easily,” said Cormier.
At 11:49, Lipski struck again to give the
Friars a 3-1 lead as she deflected a pass
from Ruggieri near the right post. The
score remained 3-1 until the Black Bears
tallied a late goal with just 43 seconds left
in the half to cut the lead to one.
Grogan got the Friars back on track and
they never looked back. At 51:41, Grogan
connected off a direct shot on a penalty cor
ner, assisted by senior Meghan Holden and
junior Adrienne Marois. Poulin then put the
Friars ahead 5-2 on a tip assisted by Marois.
Ruggieri added another goal for the Friars,
to give Providence a 6-2 advantage. Even
though Maine answered with its final goal
three minutes later, it would not be enough
to match the Friars’ six goals.
On Wednesday, Oct. 1. the Friars defeat
ed No. 13 Boston College 2-1 in a compet
itive match-up.
The Friars are back in action Saturday,
Oct. 4 to face up against Villanova.

Soccer Endures Road Friars Drop Two to Best of Big East
Trip with Tie and Loss
by John Butler ’ll
Sports Editor

by John Butler ’ll
Sports Editor

The Providence College
Women’s Soccer Team is in the
thick of Big East competition,
and is competing with an eye
towards the future,
WOMEN’S and a confidence
SOCCER upon which they
have a firm basis
to build.
The Friars suffered a loss and a
tie last week, giving up a 2-0 loss
to the University of South Florida
on Sunday, Sept. 28, and preserv
ing a 1-1 tied game against
Marquette on Thursday, Sept. 25.
Although it was a frustrating
week based on outcomes, the team
believes that it is still in a good
position as the stretch commences.
“I am completely pleased with
the way we’re playing,” said
Friars Head Coach Jim McGirr.
“We have scored in every game
but two, and we’ve been playing
against difficult teams.”
Indeed Providence’s strength
of schedule must not be dis
counted, and the offensive
prowess with which they have
responded is laudable. Thus far,
the Friar offense has scored 11
goals, the most that have been
scored in the time that McGirr
has been at the helm.
This success has been largely
the result of intangibles which
have served to motivate the Friars.
“Now we need to play with
heart and dedication,” said junior
Tara Ricciardi. “We need every
thing out of everybody every
minute of every game.”
The effort against USF certain
ly adhered to Ricciardi’s philoso
phy, especially given the potency

of the Bulls, and the oppressive
Florida heat to which the Friars
were unaccustomed. The Friars
outshot the Bulls, and Providence’s
time of possession far out
weighed that of the USF.
There were many opportuni
ties for Providence scoring, but
the offense was thwarted by the
USF defense.
“We encountered a very good
goalkeeper who made two or
three very good saves,” McGirr
said. “I think that our opportuni
ties [for scoring] were much
more quality than theirs.”
Certainly, there were several
scoring chances against Marquette,
and senior Kelly Petterson capi
talized by scoring a goal only
three and a half minutes into the
game. The Friars then sought to
defend their lead, but the Golden
Eagles finally broke through for a
score late in the second period.
“Our goal was to score first and
then go after them, and play more
of an attack game,” said McGirr.
And while this approach
worked for the majority of the
contest, Marquette sneaked a shot
past junior goaltender Jill Schott
to tie the game.
In two periods of overtime,
Ricciardi dominated by generat
ing many cross-field passes, but
the Friars were unable to convert
for a goal. Ricciardi’s play has
been of such a high caliber as of
late that other teams are taking
notice of her, and defending her
with an increased attention. She
has been able, however, to avoid
being restricted by the designs of
the opponents.
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No one ever said that Big East
play would be easy, and the
Providence College Men’s
Soccer Team will certainly agree
that hard work is
MEN’S required to sucSOCCER ceed
win in
arguably the most
competitive con
ference in the nation.
The Friars’ two most recent
contests ended in losses on the
road. On Friday, Sept. 26,
Providence came out on the short
end of a 3-0 contest against
Syracuse, and fell at the hands of
a powerful No. 4/6 St. John’s
team on Sunday, Sept. 28 with a
score of 1-0. The Friars are now
3-3-3, with a 1-3-1 record in con
ference play.
And in spite of suffering three
consecutive losses after snapping
a six game unbeaten streak to
start the season, the Friars remain
optimistic and are confident that
their determination will lead
them to prevail.
“We knew going into the sea
son that we were in one of the
best leagues in the country,” said
Providence Head Coach Chaka
Daley. “There are always peaks
and valleys. We just hope that
we’ve seen the worst and we can
start climbing.”
Indeed, the climb must begin
soon if the Friars hope to secure
a good seed come tournament
time. The remaining eight regu
lar season games are crucial, and
the club is aware that this
upcoming stretch is a “make-orbreak” period.
The Friars’ chance for a tour
nament bid is improved by their
strength of schedule, which has
included contests against five

courtesy of sports info

Senior Ryan Maduro has set the tone for Providence this season
with unparalleled agressive play. Maduro recorded three shots
on goal last week in the Friars’ two losses.

ranked teams already. But when
push comes to shove the wins
column is the deciding factor.
“We have to win first,” said
Daley. “RPI [Ratings Percentage
Index] means nothing if you
don’t win. We need to be above
.500 in and out of conference to
have a chance in the Big East
tournament.”
In their two most recent games,
the Friars got a good look at what
they can expect to see at the Big
East Tournament in November.
The Friars managed four shots
on the Red Storm goal on
Sunday, and allowed only two
shots on their own. Junior goal
tender Tim Murray registered one
save, but was unable to block a

penalty kick by St. John’s in the
86th minute of play which ended
the Friars’ hopes of a victory.
The Syracuse game was anoth
er frustrating contest in which the
Friars again outplayed the com
petition, but could not find the
back of the net.
“Soccer is a funny game,” said
Daley. “Just because you play bet
ter doesn’t mean you’re going to
win, so we have to be very resultoriented for the next eight games.”
Unfortunately, the Orangemen
thwarted the Friar attack and
scored three goals in their victory
over Providence. Senior Ryan
Maduro notched one shot in the
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